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NOTICE. 


The  “  Certamen  Triplex,”  of  which,  for  the  first  time,  a 
translation  is  given  in  the  following  pages,  is  a  small  volume  of 
great  rarity.  The  author  was  Ambrose  Corbie,  brother  of  the 
hero  of  the  Second  Conflict,  and  like  him,  their  brother  Robert, 
and  their  father  Gerard  (who,  subsequently  to  his  wife’s  death, 
embraced  religion),  a  member  of  the  illustrious  Society  of  Jesus. 
He  was,  according  to  Dr.  Oliver,  born  near  Durham,  on  the 
7th  December,  1604  (O.S.) ;  and  after  studying  at  the  English 
College  at  Rome,  entered  the  Society  at  Watten,  in  1627. 
Thereafter,  he  was  ordained  priest  at  St.  Omer,  29th  September, 
1633 ;  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  professed  Father,  5th  August, 
1641,  and  in  1649  was  confessor  to  the  English  College  of  Rome. 
The  time  of  his  death  is  not  recorded. 

This  little  work  of  Father  Corbie  has  always  been  held  in 
estimation  for  the  authenticity  of  its  facts  connected  with  the 
persecution  of  the  Catholics  of  England,  and  its  elegance  as  a 
biography  of  three  among  the  many  distinguished  martyrs  of 
the  Society  who  testified  to  the  truth  of  religion  with  their 
blood  in  those  dark  days  of  British  history.  Copies  of  the 
original  volume  have  sold  for  very  large  sums  ;  that  belonging 
to  Mr.  Bindley  produced  nine  guineas. 


W.  B.  T. 


APPKOBATION. 


"The  Threefold  Conflict  maintained  by  Three  Priests  of  the 
Society  of  Jesus,”  may  be  profitably  published  for  the  confir¬ 
mation  of  the  Faithful. 


P.  COENS,  Licentiate  in  Theology, 
Canon  and  Censor  of  Boolcs  in  AnUeeip. 


PREFACE. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  of  our  Lord  1640, 
the  public  assembly  of  the  kingdom  of  England, 
which  is  called  the  Parliament,  and  which  is  still 
sitting,  began  to  be  held.  From  that  period, 
although  the  mind  may  perhaps  conceive,  words 
cannot  fully  explain,  how  numerous  and  how 
considerable  have  been  and  still  are  the  trials  to 
which  Catholics  have  been  exposed  in  defence  of 
the  Apostolic  Roman  faith.  And  if  I  were  to 
undertake  to  set  forth  to  the  sight  of  foreigners 
the  most  afflicted  state  of  the  orthodox  amongst 
us  during  these  years,  if  it  were  my  intention  to 
represent  to  the  reader  their  manifold  troubles 
and  the  varied  appearance  of  the  calamities  which 
beset  them,  I  should  be  undertaking  an  immense 
work,  and  one  scarcely  to  be  accomplished  within 
the  limits  of  a  second  Iliad;  for,  in  whichever 
direction  I  might  turn  my  eyes,  I  should  meet 
with  not  only  the  severe  penalties  of  the  former 
laws,  hanging  over  them  in  a  more  threatening 
attitude  than  ordinary, — not  only  the  inveterate 
hatred  of  heretics  to  ail  good  men,  carried  to  a 
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far  greater  degree  of  bitterness  than  before, — but 
new  forms  of  evil  would  present  themselves,  losses 
of  fortune  by  plunder,  pillage  of  houses,  proscrip¬ 
tions,  prisons,  exile,  and  violent  deaths  of  more 
than  one  kind,  inflicted  on  most  innocent  men 
without  the  least  cause,  at  one  time  by  the 
treachery  of  villains,  at  another  by  the  calumnies 
of  the  malevolent,  at  another  by  open  violence. 
But  all  this  accumulation  of  miseries  is,  I  think, 
known  to  Him  alone  who  knoweth  all  things,  and 
will  never  be  brought  to  light  till  that  day  which 
shall  disclose  all  secrets ;  when  this  also  will  be 
made  manifest,  viz.,  how  many  at  this  time, 
through  hatred  of  faith  and  religion  alone,  have 
lost  their  lives  as  it  were  in  secret,  and  on  this 
account  only,  although  attacked  by  the  weapons 
of  private  persons,  without  the  observation  of 
even  a  semblance  of  justice,  have  left  the  arena 
conquerors,  called  long  since,  amid  the  applauses 
of  heaven,  to  receive  the  palm  and  the  crown 
from  God,  their  umpire. 

And  it  is  to  be  wished  that  a  public  and  due 
acknowledgment  may  not  be  wanting  to  those 
against  whom  heresy  has  raged  publicly  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  lawful  power  (if  I  may  use  the 
expression).  It  is  to  be  wished  that  all  the 
world  should  hear  their  virtues  praised,  and  the 
glory  of  their  exploits  celebrated,  whom  England 
has  beheld  openly  shedding  their  blood  in  the 
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cause  of  the  church  from  the  opening  of  this  last 
parliament;  for  altogether  there  were  fifteen 
persons  invested  with  the  holy  order  of  priest¬ 
hood,  seven  secular  clergymen,  two  of  the  holy 
family  of  S.  Benedict,  three  Franciscans,  and  as 
many  of  the  small  Society  of  Jesus,  who,  at  Lan¬ 
caster,  York,  Dorchester,  London,  towns  of  that 
island,  between  the  5th  of  August  of  the  41st 
year  of  this  century,  and  the  1st  day  of  last 
February,  having  bought  by  their  deaths  life,  and 
the  immortality  of  a  life  of  blessedness,  have 
boldly  laid  down  their  lives  for  the  faith ;  having 
suffered  imprisonment,  chains,  ignominy,  hang¬ 
ing,  in  short  barbarous  butchery  of  the  entire 
body,  for  no  other  cause,  and  not  even  under  any 
other  specious  pretext,  than  because  they  were 
Roman  and  religious  priests,  and  had  returned 
to  their  native  country  from  abroad  to  procure 
the  salvation  of  their  fellow-countrymen. 

For  my  own  part  I  should  wish  to  have  been 
able  to  narrate  whatever,  worthy  of  note,  hap¬ 
pened  to  each  of  these,  especially  in  the  last 
period  of  their  struggles  and  lives,  so  much  does 
it  redound  to  the  honour  of  God,  so  fertile  is  it  in 
merit  to  them,  so  profitable  is  it  as  an  example  to 
others.  But  I  hope  this  will  be  done  at  greater 
length  by  men  of  their  own  societies,  by  whom 
all  the  details  of  these  affairs  will  be  better 
known,  and  more  thoroughly  investigated.  But 
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I,  as  bound  by  my  obedience,  will  endeavour  to 
describe  to  tbe  best  of  my  ability  whatever  I  have 
heard  from  eye-witnesses  and  other  trustworthy 
authorities  relating  to  those  three  priests  of 
our  Society  who,  within  the  last  three  years, 
have  borne  witness  at  London  with  their  blood  to 
faith,  religion,  and  the  priesthood;  and  this  I 
now  make  public  in  a  compendious  form,  that  all 
may  the  more  easily  understand,  in  regard  to 
these  most  noble  Christian  athletes,  what  were 
the  causes,  the  history,  and  the  end  of  their 
struggles,  and  also  what  were  the  most  remark¬ 
able  virtues  of  each  sufferer. 

And  herein  I  particularly  wish  to  give  notice 
that  I  am  writing  under  submission  to  the  apo¬ 
stolic  sanction,  which  I  heartily  revere ;  and  that 
I  ascribe  at  present  no  other  authority  to  these 
narrations,  than  that  which  human  testimony  in 
an  important  matter  can  claim ;  and  I  leave 
meanwhile  the  whole  decision  of  the  affair  to  the 
Roman  See,  and  to  those  whom  it  may  concern. 


THE  REV.  FATHER  THOMAS  HOLLAND,  S.J. 

Born  1(300.  Martyred  1642. 


THE 
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THE  FIRST  CONFLICT. 

Of  the  Eev.  Father  Thomas  Holland,  of  the  Society  of  Jesus  ; 
terminated  by  the  joyful  effect  of  a  victory  at  London,  in 
England,  December  22  ( N.S. ),  1642. 

Father.  Thomas  Holland  was  born  in  Lanca¬ 
shire,  in  the  year  1600,  and  when  very  young 
passed  from  England  into  Belgium,  where  he  spent 
about  six  years  in  classical  studies  at  the 
English  Seminary  at  St.  Omer.  In  manners 
and  disposition  he  was  quiet,  clever,  pious, 
and  so  esteemed  for  virtue  amongst  his  fellow- 
students,  that  he  v  as  often  elected  Warden  of 
the  Confraternity  of  Our  Lady  by  the  votes  of 
his  fellow-students  and  fellow-members  ;  in  which 
post  he  not  only  gave  to  the  rest  the  benefit  of  a 
good  example,  but  also,  by  a  singular  grace  and 
tact,  was  of  much  influence  in  familiarly  exhort¬ 
ing  his  companions  to  acts  of  piety ;  and  if,  as 
was  frequently  the  case,  any  oration  were  to  be  de¬ 
livered  publicly,  or  to  be  spoken  from  the  rostrum, 
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or  any  play  to  be  performed  in  the  theatre,  he 
generally  took  the  first  parts,  and  sustained  them 
with  great  satisfaction  and  applause. 

When  with  great  credit  to  himself  he  had 
finished  his  course  of  rhetoric,  he  was  sent  by 
his  superiors,  in  the  month  of  August,  1621,  to 
Yalladolid,  in  Spain,  that  he  might  there  finish 
his  course  of  philosophy.  While  he  was  engaged 
on  this,  Charles,  then  Prince  of  Wales,  now  king 
of  Great  Britain,  came  to  Madrid,  to  the  great 
delight  of  all  Spain,  on  the  business  of  his  mar¬ 
riage  with  the  Infanta  Maria.  It  seemed  desir¬ 
able  that  the  youth  of  England,  who  by  the 
munificence  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  were  pursuing 
their  studies  in  his  kingdom,  should  give  some- 
sign  of  the  great  joy  which  they  felt  at  the  safe 
arrival  amongst  them  of  their  future  sovereign,, 
and  which  the  hoped-for  marriage,  so  likely,  in  the 
opinion  of  all  men,  to  be  profitable  to  Britain,  had 
more  particularly  excited  in  their  minds.  This, 
duty  was  intrusted  to  the  subject  of  our  memoir,, 
who  for  this  purpose  was  sent  from  Yalladolid 
to  Madrid,  when  in  the  name  of  the  rest  he  assured 
his  royal  highness  of  their  loyalty  and  good 
wishes,  and  addressed  him  in  a  Latin  oration,  of 
which  the  prince  was  pleased  to  express  his  ad¬ 
miration,  and  which  the  nobility  present  received 
also  with  marks  of  approbation. 

Having  spent  three  years  in  the  study  of 
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philosophy,  he  returned  to  Flanders,  and  having 
been  received  as  a  probationer  at  the  house  of 
the  Society  of  Jesus,  at  Watten,  he  afterwards, 
as  long  as  his  health  allowed,  studied  theology 
at  our  college  in  Liege,  and  there  was  ordained 
priest.  After  that  he  made  himself  singularly 
useful  in  the  seminary  at  St.  Omer  by  hearing 
the  confessions  of  the  students  and  regulating 
their  conduct.  And  it  has  been  observed  that 
this  religious  virtue  was  remarkable,  and  affected 
the  minds  of  youth  very  much  in  three  ways. 
For  first,  although  he  was  very  attentive  to  the 
enforcing  of  the  observance  of  discipline,  yet  he 
so  tempered  his  careful  attention  to  it  by  a  per¬ 
petual  cheerfulness  of  countenance,  lenity  of  man¬ 
ners,  and  mildness  of  speech,  and  showed  such  a 
degree  of  prudence  in  regard  to  the  errors  of 
those  who  were  less  observant  of  the  rules 
of  the  house  and  somewhat  refractory,  either 
gently  reproving  them,  or,  if  circumstances  re¬ 
quired,  passing  them  over,  that  he  was  neither 
deficient  in  his  duty,  nor  did  he  lose  the  esteem 
and  good-will  which  all  felt  towards  him.  Besides 
this,  he  was  very  skilled  in  implanting  a  sense  of 
piety1  in  the  breasts  of  the  young ;  for  he  seized 
every  opportunity  of  introducing  serious  topics 
into  conversation.  He  continually  called  the 
attention  of  his  companions  to  the  end  of  man, 
and  that  which  follows  this  life — either  the  bless- 
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ings  of  a  life  of  everlasting  happiness,  or  the  woes 
of  a  miserable  eternity :  and  this  he  did  so  per- 
severingly  and  so  constantly,  that  whenever  he 
entered  into  discourse  with  a  group  of  students, 
their  minds  were  at  once  prepared  to  receive  the 
celestial  seed  sown  by  such  observations.  And 
this  industry  in  promoting  spiritual  conversation 
was  observed  by  many,  not  only  in  Belgium,  but 
also  afterwards  in  England;  and  some  secular 
men  would  say  that  he  was  absolutely  made  up 
of  spiritual  things,  or  would  call  him  a  walk¬ 
ing  library  of  pious  books.  At  the  same  time 
he  did  not  intrude  such  conversation  thought¬ 
lessly  or  out  of  season,  but  introduced  it  when  his 
audience  was  composed  of  such  as  were  likely  to 
appreciate  it,  that  he  might  not  sow  the  good  seed 
in  vain.  Lastly,  to  those  youths  whose  confessor 
he  was  (and  they  were  very  numerous),  he  showed 
himself  in  all  kinds  of  consolation,  mild,  benign, 
and  a  true  father.  If  any  were  deterred  by 
shame,  or  hindered  by  any  mental  anxiety  from 
declaring  their  offences,  as  is  sometimes  the  case, 
he  would  with  singular  art  excite  these  to  un¬ 
burden  their  consciences;  and  if  they  did  so 
faithfully,  he  would  profess  that  he  was  ready  to 
pledge  his  soul  for  them,  and  to  take  on  himself 
a  part  of  the  penance  that  was  to  be  imposed. 
This  he  used  indeed  frequently  to  do,  and  to 
chastise  his  body,  and  exercise  similar  kinds  of 
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discipline,  not  only  for  those  Avhose  confessions  he 
had  heard,  but  also  for  those  whom  he  saw  some¬ 
times  uneasy  under  the  yoke  of  the  discipline  of 
the  house,  and  hardly  to  he  retained  in  their  duty. 
On  this  account  it  is  that  he  was  remembered  by 
the  youth  of  the  Seminary  with  particular  affec¬ 
tion,  and  for  a  long  time  after  he  had  left  it ;  so 
that  those  even  who  had  never  seen  him,  from 
the  constant  commendation  of  others,  knew  him 
as  a  man  of  a  particularly  religious  life  and 
amiable  deportment. 

After  he  had  for  some  time  laboured  with  much 
success,  in  the  discharge  of  this  useful,  if  not 
dignified,  office  ;  and  finally  had,  on  May  28, 1634, 
at  Ghent,  in  his  third  probationary  residence, 
while  he  was  laudably  engaged  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  duties,  taken  the  vows  of  a  formed 
spiritual  coadjutor;  he  was  sent  in  the  next  year, 
on  account  of  his  health,  and  for  other  reasons, 
into  England,  where  he  certainly  did  not  improve 
his  health,  but  by  the  religious  integrity  of  his 
morals,  by  his  piety,  and  charitable  zeal,  excited 
to  the  pursuit  of  virtue  those  in  whose  society  he 
lived.  Indeed  his  stay  in  England  was  mostly  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  give  more  scope  to  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  patience  than  alleviation  to  his  weak 
health;  for  being  obliged  to  keep  within  doors 
to  a  great  extent,  since  the  style  of  his  life  did 
not  allow  him  to  go  abroad  frequently,  he  lost 


6 


THE  FIRST  CONFLICT. 


almost  all  appetite  for  food,  and  suffered  so 
much  from  weakness  of  the  stomach  and  queasi¬ 
ness,  that  he  could  take  but  little  nourishment 
in  the  daytime,  and  scarcely  any  at  night.  Hence 
followed  a  double  evil  —  that  he  often  spent 
sleepless  nights,  and  was  unable  to  devote  much 
time  to  his  daily  occupations  without  suffering 
from  headache.  Meanwhile,  though  suffering 
under  all  these  inconveniences  for  some  years,  he 
was  sometimes  for  months  together  unable  to  come 
out  of  his  concealment,  or  to  walk  in  a  private 
garden,  or  to  look  out  of  an  open  window  to 
inhale  the  fresh  air.  But  that  the  inconveniences 
of  this  retreat,  and  the  disadvantages  of  ill-health, 
might  not  be  without  profit,  by  a  skilful  division 
of  the  hours  of  day  and  night,  he  made  an 
exercise  for  his  patience  agreeable  to  himself  by 
a  variety  of  prayers  and  occupations,  and  useful 
to  the  family  in  which  he  was  residing,  by  pious 
conversations  with  its  members  and  domestics. 
Moreover,  moved  by  Christian  charity,  he  used 
to  devise  pious  schemes  for  the  benefit  of  his 
neighbours ;  and  sometimes  in  the  evening,  when 
it  was  growing  dusk — sometimes  in  the  morning 
twilight,  when  others  had  not  yet  risen  from  their 
beds, — he  used  to  go  out  and  with  all  his  power 
console,  instruct,  and  strengthen,  by  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  sacraments,  those  Catholics  who  did 
not  venture,  or  were  unable  to  keep  priests  in 
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their  houses.  And  he  was  certainly  very  inge¬ 
nious  in  disguising  himself  in  dress  and  appear¬ 
ance  ;  he  would  change  his  hair,  beard,  clothes, 
&c.,  and  besides  would  speak  sometimes  French, 
sometimes  Flemish,  sometimes  Spanish,  with 
which  languages  he  was  well  acquainted,  as  occa¬ 
sion  required,  and  he  would  faithfully  and  excel¬ 
lently  imitate  the  imperfect  pronunciation  of  his 
own  language  by  foreigners ;  so  that,  when  he  had 
thus  assumed  a  character,  even  his  most  intimate 
acquaintance  very  often  could  not  recognize  him 
until  he  revealed  himself.  By  these  artifices 
of  a  holy  dissimulation  he  afforded  much  benefit, 
especially  during  the  last  two  years  of  his  life, 
in  which  troublous  times  he  took  much  pains 
in  affording  assistance  to  the  London  Catholics, 
especially  to  those  who  were  most  destitute  of 
spiritual  aid.  For  a  long  time  he  succeeded 
very  well  with  great  comfort  and  gain  to  souls, 
and  with  immortal  advantage  to  himself;  such 
being  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  his  charity,  that  he 
never  shunned  any  labour,  or  feared  any  kind  of 
danger.  But  at  last  he  could  not  avoid  the 
keen  subtlety  of  the  spies,  who  were  ever  on 
his  footsteps;  for  on  October  14,  1642,  having 
been  captured  by  one  of  that  bloodthirsty  band 
of  hunters,  and  taken  before  a  magistrate,  he  was 
committed  to  what  is  called  the  New  Prison, 
in  the  suburbs  of  London.  These  emissaries 
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alleged  that  he  was  a  priest,  and  ought  to  be 
hanged  as  such ;  but,  because  they  could  not  be 
certain  of  this,  or  prove  it  satisfactorily,  the  Father 
continued  to  maintain  the  appearance  of  a  Ca¬ 
tholic  layman,  which  he  had  assumed;  and  that 
he  might  conceal  his  priesthood  by  accommodating, 
as  far  as  he  might,  his  mode  of  acting  and  speak¬ 
ing  to  that  of  a  layman,  he  declined  to  enter  into 
controversial  disputes,  and  studiously  avoided 
betraying  his  learning  or  other  abilities  by  any 
circumstance.  This  concealment  he  deemed  judi¬ 
cious,  partly  that  he  might  not  seem  careless  of 
his  life  (for,  although  he  was  most  ready  to  lay 
it  down  in  so  glorious  a  cause,  yet  he  did  not 
think  it  right  to  expose  it  to  the  last  extremity 
of  danger  without  necessity),  and  partly  that  he 
might  not  interfere  with  the  attempts  of  his 
friends,  should  they  endeavour  to  obtain  his 
liberty,  either  for  his  own  benefit  or  for  the  aid 
of  the  afflicted  orthodox. 

He  lived,  therefore,  in  prison,  as  I  have  said,in  the 
style  of  a  layman,  with  such  remarkable  moderation 
in  food,  sleep,  and  everything  else,  and  with  such 
singular  innocence  and  gentleness  of  life,  that  he 
soon  gained  the  affections  of  all  who  were  detained 
with  him  in  the  prison,  although  many  of  them  had 
a  great  aversion  to  the  worship  of  the  Catholic 
religion.  He  very  seldom  used  his  bed  for  taking 
his  rest for  he  sometimes  spent  the  night  resting 
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in  a  chair,  sometimes  in  walking  about  in  his  cell, 
praying  or  meditating  on  divine  things,  having 
first  taken  off  his  shoes,  that  he  might  not  disturb 
the  repose  of  others;  alleging  as  a  reason  that  he 
was  unable  to  sleep.  In  the  mean  time  he  used 
to  take  every  opportunity  of  collecting  his 
thoughts ;  and,  betaking  himself  to  a  cell,  or  to  a 
recess  in  the  yard,  would  there,  if  he  could  do  it 
without  observation,  recite  the  office  of  the 
Canonical  Hours.  The  rest  of  the  day  he  used 
to  spend,  as  he  had  been  accustomed,  in  profitable 
conversation.  In  short  he  conducted  himself  so 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  that  the  Catholics 
affirmed  that  nothing  which  he  had  done  or  said 
had  been  observed  by  them  which  would  be  un¬ 
becoming  to  a  saintly  man ;  and  the  Protestants 
were  much  grieved  when  they  heard  afterwards 
that  he  was  sentenced  to  death.  And  some  of 
them  declared  that  they  had  never  met  with  a 
more  moral,  or  a  more  innocent  man ;  and  indeed 
said  that  if  all  Jesuits  were  like  him,  they  did  not 
understand  how  men  could  with  justice  revile  them. 

He  had  now  spent  altogether  two  months  in  this 
prison,  when,  at  the  approach  of  the  sessions,  he 
was  transferred  to  the  prison  of  Newgate.  Thence 
on  the  17th  of  December,  being  placed  at  the  bar, 
he  was  accused  of  being  a  priest.  His  accusers 
were  four  in  number ;  whose  names  I  forbear  to 
mention :  may  God  forgive  them,  and  bring  them 
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all  into  His  Church. !  one  especially,  who,  born  of 
a  noble  family,  and  once  a  priest  and  religious,  by 
this  act  no  less  disgraced  the  dignity  of  his  family 
and  the  honour  of  his  blood,  than  he  had,  not  long- 
before,  by  foul  and  wretched  apostasy,  disgraced 
.his  faith  and  religious  vows.  But  now  let  us  hear 
what  the  sworn  witnesses  could  bring  against 
Father  Holland,  to  convict  him  of  being  a  priest, 
which  was  the  only  thing  they  aimed  at.  For  in 
point  of  fact,  besides  falsehoods  and  things  which 
all  saw  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question,  only 
two  circumstances  were  brought  against  him  :  first, 
that  they  knew  him  to  have  been  familiar  with  a 
certain  Mr.  Smith,  who  was,  they  said,  a  priest 
and  a  Jesuit ;  and,  secondly,  that  they  themselves 
knew  him  well,  and  had  seen  him  while  studying 
in  the  seminaries  abroad  where  it  was  usual 
to  proceed  to  take  holy  orders.  The  Father 
answered  that  these  arguments  were  too  trifling 
and  weak  in  such  a  serious  matter,  and  that 
besides,  if  they  were  worth  anything,  they  would 
involve  the  accusers  in  danger  equally  with  him¬ 
self.  For,  in  the  first  place,  they,  too,  had  been 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Smith,  and  why  should  they 
not  ?  and,  secondly,  they  also  had  studied  in  the 
same  seminaries.  But  it  does  not  follow  that, 
if  a  man  studies  his  philosophy  abroad,  there¬ 
fore  he  is  to  be  considered  a  priest.  For  who 
can  be  ignorant  that  many  leave  the  seminaries. 


FATHER  HOLLAND. 


11 


and  nevertheless  remain  laics?  and  many  things 
may  interrupt  for  a  long  time,  or  wholly  put  an 
end  to  the  course  of  a  man’s  studies.  Again,  he 
had  studied  in  Spain  for  two  years  or  more,  but  was 
always  in  a  delicate  state  of  health ;  and  if  they 
would  believe  him  on  his  oath,  he  had  not  received 
the  priesthood  there.  If  the  contrary  could  be 
proved,  he  would  not  refuse  to  suffer  death. 
Hereupon  the  judge  asked  whether  he  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  swear  that  he  was  not  a  priest  now.  “  It 
is  not  the  custom  of  English  law,”  said  the  Father, 
“for  the  accused  to  clear  himself  by  oath;  but 
that  either  the  crimes  laid  in  the  indictment  be 
clearly  proved,  or  else  that  the  prisoner  be  ac¬ 
quitted,  and  set  at  liberty.”  Now  this  defence 
seemed  good  and  satisfactory ;  the  Father  spoke 
at  greater  length ;  and  as  he  was  a  graceful 
speaker,  with  much  approbation  on  the  part  of 
those  present  in  court.  The  jury,  however  (who 
in  England  judge  of  the  matter  of  fact,  leaving 
the  infliction  of  punishment  to  the  judge),  when 
they  had,  as  usual,  retired  from  their  box  to  an 
adjoining  room,  soon  returned,  and  brought  him 
in  guilty,  or  convicted  of  being  a  priest,  to  the 
astonishment  of  many  present;  and  the  Loi’d 
Mayor  himself,  and  another  person  on  the  bench, 
declared  that,  if  they  had  been  on  the  jury,  they 
should  not  have  given  such  a  verdict  on  evidence 
so  weak. 
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This  having  been  done  on  the  Wednesday,  the 
court  broke  up.  But  tbe  next  Saturday,  being  the 
20th  day  of  the  month,  the  Father  was  again 
placed  at  the  bar  at  about  eight  a.m.  •  and  having 
been  asked  what  he  had  to  say  that  sentence  of 
death  should  not  be  pronounced  against  him,  he 
spoke  briefly^  as  follows  : — 

“  My  lord  judge,  before  your  lordship  passes 
sentence  of  death  on  me,  you  will  consider  care¬ 
fully  what  evidence  has  been  brought  against  me, 
how  weak,  trifling,  and  invalid  it  is.  For  you, 
who  are  learned  in  the  law,  cannot  but  know'  that 
before  I  can  be  lawfully  condemned  on  this  capital 
charge,  it  is  necessary,  according  to  the  custom  of 
the  country,  that  witnesses,  formally  sworn,  should 
point  out  a  certain  time  and  place  when  and  where 
I  wjas  ordained  priest;  or  at  least  should  make  it 
evident  that  I  had  exercised  at  some  time  sacer¬ 
dotal  functions,  by  preaching,  hearing  confes¬ 
sions,  or  celebrating  mass.  But  my  accusers  have 
brought  nothing  of  the  sort  against  me,  nor  do  I 
think  they  can  do  so  now ;  nor  have  they  been 
able  to  mention  the  name  of  any  one  whom  I 
have  persuaded  to  change  his  religion,  or  whom  I 
have  in  any  way  deceived.”  “  I  confess/’  replied 
the  judge,  “  that  I  find  nothing  in  your  life  or 
morals  to  displease  me ;  but  the  jury  have,  as 
you  see,  declared  you  guilty  of  having  received 
the  priesthood  contrary  to  law,  upon  presump- 
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tion  (as  tliey  say),  which,  at  least, is  a  legitimate  and 
full  proof ;  and  nothing  therefore  remains  for  me, 
except,  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  to 
pass  such  sentence  on  you  as  is  appointed  for  priests 
as  traitors,”  which  he  then  proceeded  to  do:  “You 
will  therefore  return  to  the  prison  whence  you 
came,  and  thence  be  drawn  to  the  place  of  execu¬ 
tion,  and  there  be  hanged  by  the  neck  till  you 
are  half  dead ;  your  bowels  shall  then  be  taken 
out  and  burnt  before  your  face,  your  head  cut  off, 
and  your  body  divided  into  four  parts,  to  be  ex¬ 
posed  in  the  usual  places  in  this  city :  and  so  may  the 
Lord  have  mercy  on  your  soul  !”  Having  received 
this  sentence  of  death,  the  Father  with  grateful 
and  humble  joy  answered,  “  Thanks  be  to  God;” 
and,  being  taken  back  to  his  fellow-captives  in 
Newgate,  he  begged  of  them  affectionately  to 
join  him  in  reciting  the  Te  Deum,  congratulating 
the  good  providence  of  God  in  giving  such  a 
happy  end  to  his  life. 

The  space  of  life  now  left  to  him  was  short, 
and  consequently  more  precious ;  each  moment  of 
it,  therefore,  he  spent  in  works  of  piety  and  charity, 
so  that  he  might  go  to  his  last  conflict  better 
fortified  by  the  aid  of  these  virtues ;  for  very  many 
persons  used  to  visit  him  from  all  nations — Eng¬ 
lish,  Spanish,  French,  Flemish — all  of  whom  (as 
a  Capuchin  father  relates,  who  was  kindly  in 
attendance  on  him  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
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time)  lie  received  with  religious  modesty,  mingled 
with  admirable  cheerfulness  and  firmness.  More¬ 
over,  he  addressed  them  in  words  full  of  pious 
meaning,  with  a  placid  countenance,  and,  which 
they  had  not  expected,  in  their  own  native  lan¬ 
guages,  aptly  and  skilfully,  to  the  great  admiration 
of  all.  The  duke  of  Vendome,  who  was  then  in 
London,  of  his  own  accord  humanely  offered  his 
aid  to  avert  his  impending  fate  ;  but  the  Father, 
humbly  thanking  him,  answered  that  there  was 
no  reason  for  him  to  take  such  trouble  for  a  man 
so  unworthy.  And,  indeed,  even  at  his  first  being 
taken  prisoner,  he  took  up  a  pen  and  wrote  in  an 
ardent  strain  to  his  superiors,  earnestly  entreating 
them  to  be  at  no  trouble,  and  to  obtain  no  one’s 
intercession  on  his  behalf.  A  noble  Portuguese, 
who  professed  himself  to  be  descended  from  the 
Holland  family,  kindly  sent  a  painter  to  take  his 
likeness.  This  attention  the  Father,  modestly 
blushing,  declined;  but  the  night  immediately 
preceding  his  death  it  was  effected  by  the  per¬ 
severance  of  his  friends,  having  first  mentioned  the 
assent  of  his  superiors,  which  they  had  obtained, 
that,  whilst  he  was  placidly  reposing  the  linea¬ 
ments  of  his  face  should,  howsoever,  be  depicted. 
And  now,  during  almost  the  whole  of  Saturday 
he  had  attended  to  the  multitude  of  his  visitors 
with  great  attention  of  mind,  to  the  no  small 
consolation  of  others,  when,  desiring  to  have  some 
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time  to  himself  and  for  tlie  discharge  of  offices 
of  piety  towards  God,  he  thus  addressed  those 
present :  “  Gentlemen  and  friends,  allow  me,  I 
heg,  to  collect  my  thoughts  for  a  short  time,  and 
to  pray  to  the  Almighty,  both  for  you  and  for 
myself.  And  you  again,  who  hear  me,  pray  the 
same  God  to  give  you  patience  and  perseverance 
at  this  time.  Nor  let  the  insolent  and  malicious 
pride  of  a  few  persons  terrify  you,  who  have  it  in 
their  minds  not  only  to  take  away  the  faithful 
servants  of  God,  hut  even,  if  they  could,  to  hurl 
God  Himself  from  His  throne.  Do  not  doubt  hut 
that  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  will  appease  their 
fury.  Do  you  meanwhile  remember  me  in  your 
prayers,  and  I  will  not  forget  you.” 

This  he  said  on  Saturday ;  and  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  which  was  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Advent,  he 
heard  the  confessions  of  several;  and  after  the 
performance  of  the  sacred  rites,  gave  to  many  the 
most  holy  Body  of  Christ.  But  when  he  had 
spent  a  fair  portion  of  the  day  alone  with  God, 
he  spent  the  rest  of  this  day  again  in  doing  good 
to  others.  To  his  numerous  visitors  he  did  not 
say  much;  but  what  he  did  say  was  nervous, 
uttered  with  great  spirit,  and  had  wonderful 
efficiency  and  impressiveness.  But  he  was  par¬ 
ticularly  anxious  to  advise  seriously  some  of  his 
fellow-prisoners,  with  whom  he  had  previously 
been  familiar,  because  they  had  acted  wrongly 
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with  respect  to  what  is  called  the  Oath  of  Su¬ 
premacy,  which  is  unjustly  and  illegally  put  to 
Catholics  in  England  ;  and  he  said  to  one  person 
that  he  would  perform  the  duty  of  an  adviser  as 
efficiently  as  he  could,  and  that  he  did  not  doubt 
but  that  the  advice  of  one  in  his  position — con¬ 
demned  to  death  as  he  was  for  the  faith  of  Christ, 
and  now  at  the  point  of  death — would  have  great 
weight.  What  was  the  issue  of  this  I  am  unable 
to  state;  but  I  have  no  donbt  but  that  he  piously 
and  consistently  performed  what  he  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  do.  And,  indeed,  it  appears  manifest 
that  he  communicated  his  feelings  on  the  above- 
mentioned  point  at  least  to  one  of  these  persons 
spoken  of  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  being 
summoned  from  prison  to  capital  punishment; 
for,  when  he  was  about  to  start,  he  addressed  him 
in  private  with  much  vehemence,  and  after  the 
manner  of  a  man  who  is  giving  serious  advice. 
On  this  day  also  the  Spanish  ambassador,  when  a 
nobleman  of  his  suite  was  going  out  to  visit  the 
Eather,  commended  to  his  prayers  his  Catholic 
Majesty  and  the  state  of  the  kingdom  of  Spain; 
having  previously  caused  prayers  to  be  put  up  in  his 
private  chapel  for  the  Eather  and  his  perseverance. 
The  Father,  desirous  of  testifying  his  gratitude, 
replied  :  “That  he  should  never  forget  the  kind¬ 
nesses  conferred  by  his  Majesty  and  his  ambas¬ 
sador  on  himself  in  particular,  and  on  the  whole 
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English  province  of  the  Society  of  Jesus  in  general. 
That  he  would  by  all  means  pray  to  God,  for  He 
alone  could  repay  these  favours ;  and  therefore 
the  next  day  he  would  offer  his  last  mass  for  the 
king  and  kingdom  of  Spain.”  The  clay  being 
finished  in  these  and  many  other  charitable 
offices,  he  was  invited  to  supper,  which  his  friends 
had  provided  for  him  in  the  prison.  He  came 
readily,  and  sat  down,  but  could  not  be  induced 
to  take  anything  but  a  single  egg ;  he  tasted  no 
wine,  except  that,  at  the  urgent  entreaty  of  his 
friends,  he  took  a  very  little  mixed  with  ale, 
saying,  “That  he  should  have  so  much  the  more 
blood  in  his  veins  to  shed  the  next  day  for 
Christ.” 

So  on  Monday,  December  22  (on  which  day  in 
that  year  the  Church  in  Catholic  countries  was  ce¬ 
lebrating  the  Feast  (transferred)  of  S.  Thomas  the 
Apostle),  Father  Thomas  Holland,  about  ten  in  the 
morning,  having  been  placed  on  a  sledge  according 
to  custom,  was  carried  to  the  gallows  at  Tyburn, 
about  two  miles  from  the  city  of  London,  a  place  re¬ 
nowned  for  the  death  of  so  many  martyrs.  Neither 
of  the  Sheriffs  of  London  and  Middlesex  was  pre¬ 
sent  at  this  spectacle,  which  during  the  existence 
of  this  parliament  at  least,  had  never  happened  at 
the  death  of  any  priest  who  suffered  there.  Various 
persons  proposed  different  solutions  of  this :  but 
many  thought  that  they  were  unwilling  to  be  pre- 
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sent  at  the  death  of  one  whose  condemnation  was 
not  in  accordance  even  with  the  severity  of  the 
laws  themselves.  This  is  certain,  that  the  Sheriff 
of  London  had  before  applied  to  Parliament  that 
a  respite  of  the  execution  of  this  sentence  might 
he  granted,  but  lie  had  been  refused.  And  it  is- 
said  that  a  sergeant,  who  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty  was  accompanying  the  sledge,  said  to  those 
who  asked  him  in  the  streets  about  the  prisoner, 
that  he  was  going  to  die  contrary  to  law,  right,  and. 
justice.  When  the  Father  arrived  at  the  gallows, 
where  an  infinite  multitude  of  men  of  all  classes 
had  assembled  to  see  him,,  and  amongst  others  the 
ambassador  of  the  king  of  Spain  with  almost  all 
his  household,  another  priest  of  the  same  society 
who  had  assisted  him  in  prison  by  the  exercise  of 
his  sacerdotal  office,  and  now  was  near  him  at  his 
death,  taking  his  hand,  said,  “Be  of  good  cheer, 
and  bear  yourself  bravely.”  To  whom  he  replied, 
“  By  God’s  grace  you  have  no  cause  to  fear ;  my 
courage  will  not  fail.”  And  when  he  had  stood  up 
in  the  sledge,  and  observed  that  the  people  stand¬ 
ing  round  were  quiet  and  attentive,  having  bowed 
to  the  audience  on  each  side,  he  said :  “From  this 
attention  and  silence  of  yours,  I  presume  that  I 
am  at  liberty  to  address  you.  Believe  me  I  will 
say  nothing  offensive  to  any  one  in  any  manner.. 
But  if  any  harsh  word  should  be  let  fall,  which  I 
hope  will  not  be  the  case,  I  beg  that  no  one  will 


FATHER  HOLLAND. 


19 


take  it  ill,  and  I  desire  you  to  take  notice  of  this. 
But  what  am  I  doing?  I  ought  to  begin  with  that 
sign,  by  whose  virtue  Christians  may  overcome 
their  infernal  enemy.-”  Then  fortifying  himself 
with  the  sign  of  the  cross,  with  the  usual  formula, 
“  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,”  he  said,  “  I  hope  no  one  will 
blame  this,  for  it  is  the  sign  of  a  Christian  man.” 
And  when  he  observed  that  the  people  were  still 
attentive,  modulating  his  voice,  which  was  as 
strong  and  yet  sweet  as  a  silver  trumpet,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  speak  at  gi-eater  length;  and  I  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  give  briefly  the  substance  of  his  speech, 
which  was  however  occasionally  interrupted. 

“  I  am  brought  here  to  die  because  I  am  thought 
to  be  a  priest  and  a  Jesuit.  But  this  I  can  affirm, 
that  no  argument  has  been  brought  against  me 
strong  enough  to  convict  me  of  being  so.  My 
adversaries  have  objected  that  I  was  very  intimate 
with  a  certain  Mr.  Smith,  a  Catholic,  a  priest,  and 
a  Jesuit,  and  that  I  formerly  studied  in  Spain,  but 
nothing  that  can  be  of  any  weight  has  been  alleged. 
I  speak  plainly  and  call  on  my  accusers,  if  any 
be  here  present,  to  convict  me  freely  if  I  have 
stated  anything  that  is  untrue.  Besides,  how 
trifling  and  insignificant  these  things  are,  has  been 
declared  already  at  my  trial,  and  many  have  al¬ 
ready  seen  evidently  themselves.  A  certain  time 
and  place  should  be  named,  and  it  should  be  proved 
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that  I  had  received  or  exercised  the  priesthood, 
neither  of  which  things  has  been  done.  And  so 
I  seem  to  be  brought  hither  as  a  person  of  doubt¬ 
ful  condition,  nor  should  I  he  bound  to  confess 
anything  except  that  I  am  a  Roman  Catholic,  who 
has  been  in  habits  of  acquaintance  and  intimacy 
with  the  orthodox,  and  who  has  had  formerly  a 
literary  education,  since  according  to  law  and  jus¬ 
tice  nothing  else  can  be  proved  against  me.  But 
since  all  this  is  now  over,  and  capital  punishment 
is  to  be  inflicted  on  me,  I  first  beg  Almighty  God 
to  pardon  the  judge,  and  jury,  and  my  accusers; 
certainly  I  heartily  pardon  every  injury  done  to 
me.  I  regret  however  that  they  should  have  laid 
it  down  as  a  rule  of  law  that  a  man,  unless  (as 
happened  in  my  case)  he  should  swear  that  he  is 
not  a  priest,  should  be  condemned,  and  suffer  the 
punishment  inflicted  on  priests  in  this  kingdom,  on 
an  unfriendly  suspicion,  and  from  mere  conjectures 
and  settled  opinion.  I  am  free  to  acknowledge 
that  laymen  may  fairly  swear  that  they  are  not 
priests ;  but,  that  this  may  not  obtain  the  force  of 
prescription,  and  be  turned  to  any  one’s  injury,  I 
would  rather  recommend  that  they  even  should 
not  swear,  but  leave  it  to  be  juridically  proved 
against  them.  But  now,  that  my  taciturnity,  which 
the  obligation  of  preserving  my  life  and  the  law  of 
nature  demanded,  may  not,  by  a  longer  duration, 
seem  to  any  one  to  be  injudiciously  obstinate,  and 
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besides  that  I  may  satisfy  the  expectations  of 
many  who  are  desiring  to  know  at  last  the  truth 
of  the  matter,  I  will  now  openly  and  readily  de¬ 
clare  what  hitherto  no  testimony  has  been  able  to 
prove ;  for  neither  can  this,  now  that  sentence  is 
passed,  either  do  me  any  injury  or  any  one  else 
any  credit,  nor  can  it  legitimatize  what  has  been 
done,  or  inconvenience  that  which  is  to  follow  it. 
I  confess,  therefore,  before  this  assembly  here  pre¬ 
sent,  that  I  am  a  Catholic,  and  a  priest,  and,  by 
the  infinite  goodness  of  God,  a  religious  of  the 
Society  of  Jesus,  and  the  first  of  that  Order  sen¬ 
tenced  to  death  since  the  beginning  of  this  present 
Parliament.  For  all  which  benefits  conferred  on 
me,  though  undeserving  of  them,  I  give  the  great¬ 
est  thanks  to  God  immortal.'” 

lie  then  beg'an  to  explain  to  the  people  at 
greater  length  that  there  was  no  hope  for  salva¬ 
tion  but  in  the  Roman  Church,  no  faith  but  one, 
to  which  must  be  joined  love  of  God  and  man; 
but  he  was  prohibited  from  speaking  at  any  greater 
length ;  for  an  heretical  minister,  who  was  present 
according  to  custom,  said,  “  Pray,  desist  from 
saying  anything  more  to  the  people ;  pray  to 
God  silently,  whilst  I  address  these  men.”  These 
were  two  robbers,  who  were  condemned  to  death, 
and  had  been  brought  with  the  Father  to  the 
place  of  execution.  Thus,  while  the  minister 
was  delivering  a  long  address  to  the  malefactors, 
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and  praying  extemporaneously  and  verbosely, 
and  singing  one  or  two  psalms  in  English,  the 
Father  turning  another  -way  communed  with  God 
with  such  a  quiet  and  composed  air,  both  of  the 
face  and  of  the  whole  body,  that  he  seemed  to 
the  spectators  to  breathe  forth  a  remarkable  piety. 
At  length,  when  the  minister  had  finished,  he 
said,  “  Mr.  Minister,  I  have  not  interrupted  you 
in  your  preaching  and  praying ;  and  now  in  your 
turn  let  me  pray  to  God  with  a  loud  voice,  that 
all  may  hear  what  I  say.”  The  minister  began 
to  cavil,  and  say  that  that  was  unnecessary,  be¬ 
cause  he  had  already  prayed  for  him  and  the  two 
others.  “But  I  will  allow  you,”  said  he,  “on 
one  condition  —that  whenever  you  fall  into  error 
I  may  interrupt  and  correct  you.”  The  Father 
received  the  condition,  and,  reverently  kneeling 
down,  signed  himself  with  the  sign  of  the  cross, 
using  the  Latin  formula,  and  then  began  to  pray 
in  English,  first  expressing  the  most  lively  affec¬ 
tions  of  faith,  hope,  and  charity,  and  then  feel¬ 
ingly  begging  pardon  of  God  for  his  sins ;  lastly, 
offering  himself  entirely,  and  his  life,  as  a  sacri¬ 
fice.  “  Receive  me,”  said  he,  “  O  Father  of 
mercies,  as  Thou  seest  me ;  and  receive  these  my 
unworthy  sufferings,  which  I  most  willingly  offer 
to  Thee  in  union  with  the  most  holy  Passion  of 
Thy  only-begotten  Son,  to  be,  I  hope,  more  ac¬ 
ceptable  by  the  virtue  and  union  of  what  my 
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■sweetest  Redeemer,  J esus,  suffered,  together  with 
the  merits  of  all  who  have  been,  are,  or  shall  be, 
accepted  by  Thee  under  the  law  of  Moses  or  of 
Grace.”  Afterwards,  again  begging  for  pardon 
for  his  adversaries,  he  said, — “  I  forgive  my  judge 
and  his  assessors,  who  condemned  me ;  I  forgive 
the  jury,  who  brought  me  in  guilty  of  a  capital 
charge ;  I  forgive  my  accusers,  and  all  others 
who  were  the  causes  of  my  coming  to  a  violent 
death  in  any  manner.”  Lastly,  with  great 
ardour  he  added  prayers  for  the  king,  the 
queen,  the  royal  family,  the  parliament,  and  the 
whole  nation ;  for  whose  general  good,  restora¬ 
tion  to  the  Faith,  and  eternal  welfare,  he  said, 
“  If  I  had  as  many  lives  as  there  are  hairs  on  my 
head,  drops  in  the  ooean,  stars  in  heaven,  per¬ 
fections  in  the  Lord  of  heaven,  I  would  most 
willingly  lay  them  all  dov/n  for  this  purpose.” 
Which  last  words  the  people  received  with  much 
applause. 

Then,  turning  to  the  hangman,  he  said,  “  Well, 
Gregory  (that  was  his  name),  I  also  willingly 
pardon  you,  the  executioner  of  my  sentence,  and, 
with  the  permission  of  my  superiors,  whom,  under 
God,  I  obey,  do  you  take  what  money  I  have;” 
and  at  the  same  time  he  gave  him  two  pieces  of 
gold.  Then  opening  again  his  eyes,  which  had 
been  shut  for  a  short  time,  he  fixed  them  on  the 
above-named  priest  of  his  society,  his  assistant. 
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who,  on  this  signal,  as  had  been  previously  agreed 
upon,  gave  him  a  solemn  absolution  of  his  sins, 
so  that  he  heard  the  last  words  of  the  formula. 
Presently  the  cart  having  been  driven  away, 
in  which  he  was  standing  according  to  custom 
with  the  rope  arranged  round  his  neck,  whilst  he 
hung  by  his  own  weight,  with  his  throat  com¬ 
pressed  by  the  halter,  a  certain  Catholic  withdrew 
the  cap,  which  covered  his  head  and  face,  with 
the  design,  I  suppose,  of  showing  to  all  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  his  countenance  when  dead.  And  the 
spectacle  was  certainly  worth  notice;  for  his  hands 
were  seen  joined  before  his  breast,  and  pointed 
upwards,  and  his  eyes,  which  one  of  the  soldiers 
two  or  three  times  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to 
close,  directed  towards  heaven.  His  face,  at  first 
suffused  with  blood,  some  moments  afterwards 
returned  to  its  original  colour.  Nor  were  his 
features  hideously  contorted,  as  is  often  the  case 
in  persons  who  are  hanged,  nor  were  his  arms  or 
feet,  or  any  of  his  limbs,  agitated  by  any  painful 
quivering ;  but,  hanging  with  unmoved  body,  he 
ceased  from  protracting  on  earth  his  soul,  which 
angels,  as  one  may  well  believe,  were  vying  with 
one  another  to  bring  into  heaven. 

When  the  minister  perceived  that  he  was  still 
alive,  he  admonished  the  hangman  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  disembowel  him  while  half-dead.  But 
he,  more  humane  than  the  minister,  persisted,  in- 
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tentionally,  in  doing  something  else,  until  it  was 
clear  that  life  was  extinct,  and  then  at  length 
he  cut  the  rope.  He  suffered  in  the  forty-second 
year  of  his  age,  after  having  lived  holily  for 
eighteen  years  and  seven  months  in  the  Society 
of  Jesus.  How  great  was  the  veneration  for  him 
among  Catholics  you  may  learn  from  this,  that 
whilst  his  body,  after  the  entrails  had  been  taken 
out,  was  being  cut  into  quartei’s  in  the  midst  of  a 
great  crowd  of  heretics  (which  butchery  is  now 
inflicted  in  England  on  priests  slain  for  the  sake 
of  Christ),  although  the  guards  kept  off  the 
bystanders  with  their  halberds,  and  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  soldiers  were  also  active,  many  persons 
dipped  handkerchiefs  in  his  blood,  collected  straw 
stained  with  his  gore,  and  carried  off  small  pieces 
of  his  flesh,  or  the  knot  of  the  rope,  or  other 
things  pertaining  to  him,  their  piety  overcoming 
their  fear.  All  the  clothes  which  he  then  wore, 
and  which,  with  holy  dissimulation  he  had  used 
for  the  aid  of  souls,  whilst  under  a  servile  and 
ignoble  exterior  he  was  engaged  in  the  most 
noble  offices  of  charity,  were,  out  of  a  religious 
veneration  of  him,  bought  by  an  orthodox  person, 
for  thirty  florins,  though  they  were  so  poor  as  not 
even  to  be  worth  ten. 

There  are,  and  there  may  well  be,  many  eulo¬ 
gies  of  this  man ;  and  his  death,  which  was  so 
liolily  and  boldly  met,  evidently  moved  to  a  great 
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extent  men  of  all  conditions.  The  Spanish  am¬ 
bassador,  who  was  present  at  his  death  with 
almost  all  his  suite,  bore  witness  to  it  par¬ 
ticularly,  and  to  the  virtue  of  the  worthy  Father 
by  his  letters.  A  noble  Catholic,  in  whose  house 
Father  Holland  had  lived,  testified  with  tears, 
that  of  all  the  pi’iests  whom  he  had  known,  he 
should  consider  this  most  worthy  of  such  a 
crown.  The  voice  also  of  a  Protestant  was 
heard,  saying,  “  When,  in  all  our  life,  shall  we 
see  any  other, — when  shall  we  see  any  one  of 
our  religion  die  so  nobly  ?  ”  One  of  the  keepers 
of  that  prison  whence  the  Father  was  led  to 
execution,  when  he  was  looking  at  the  limbs  of 
the  quartered  body,  holding  in  his  hand  and  lift¬ 
ing  up  the  neck  and  throat  of  the  head,  which 
had  been  cut  off,  said, — “  See,  this  is  the  throat 
through  which  went  so  many  excellent  sermons, 
so  much  sage  advice.”  Happy  soul,  whose  mani¬ 
fold  virtues  even  extracted  sincere  praises  from 
enemies ! 
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Of  the  Rev.  Father  Ralph  Corbie,  of  the  Society  of  Jesus ; 
crowned  also  with  the  laurel  of  victory  at  London,  in  England, 
September  17  ( N.S. ),  1644. 

In  the  year  of  our  salvation  1598;,  on  the  25th 
clay  of  March,  being  a  Thursday,  Father  Ralph 
Corbie  was  born  near  Dublin,  in  Ireland;  both 
his  parents,  however,  being  English,  from  the 
county  of  Durham,  who,  though  in  a  respectable 
station  in  life,  neither  in  opulence  nor  in  indi¬ 
gence,  were  yet  more  illustrious  for  the  true 
blessings  of  the  soul  and  for  Christian  piety, 
than  for  wealth  or  family.  For  when,  the  clouds 
of  error  having  been  dispersed,  in  which  they 
had  been  brought  up  in  their  earlier  days,  the 
light  of  divine  truth  had  shone  upon  their  minds, 
they  embraced  it  with  such  courage,  and  with 
such  ardent  firmness,  that  though  various  devices 
of  the  enemies  of  truth  were  applied,  they  could 
never  be  removed  from  the  system  of  the  Catholic 
religion,  which  they  had  adopted,  and  from  the 
profession  of  that  faith.  What  troubles  they 
sulfered  only  on  account  of  this  profession,  and 
how  often  they  were  compelled  to  remove  from 
place  to  place,  from  province  to  province,  from 
kingdom  to  kingdom,  and  at  length  safely  arrived 
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in  Belgium  to  a  quiet  condition,  and  even  at  the 
end  of  their  lives,  to  the  harbour  of  a  religious 
life,  I  pass  over,  as  it  would  oblige  me  to  write  at 
greater  length  than  I  intend  doing,  and  because 
it  is  not  now  necessary  to  mention.  This  is  all 
that  need  be  said  :  when  they  had  first  fled  for 
refuge  into  Ireland,  and  there  had  entered  into 
the  service  of  a  lady  of  the  first  nobility,  that 
they  might  the  more  freely  serve  God,  they  had 
their  family  increased  in  this  concealment  by 
several  children,  and  amongst  others  by  the 
subject  of  this  notice,  Ralph,  already  an  exile 
even  before  his  birth. 

He  then,  at  the  age  of  five  years,  accompanied 
his  parents  back  to  their  native  country,  and 
spent  his  childhood  in  the  bishopric  of  Durham, 
or  in  Lancashire  (for  the  enemies  of  the  faith  did 
not  allow  them  to  stay  long  in  any  one  place), 
with  the  innocence  befitting  his  years,  but  with  a 
piety  unusual  at  his  age ;  for  he  used  but  few 
words,  and  those  cautiously,  and  scarcely  any  but 
what  related  to  virtue  and  modest  recreation. 
But  he  was  so  attached  to  truthfulness  of  speech, 
that  those  who  were  most  intimate  with  him  at 
that  period  positively  assert  that  he  could  never 
be  by  any  means  induced  to  tell  a  falsehood  in 
the  slightest  degree.  And  what  is  equally  praise¬ 
worthy,  he  was  so  averse  to  quarrelling,  that  if 
any  dispute  or  quarrel  had  arisen  with  his  com- 
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panions,  immediately,  as  if  he  did  not  know  how 
to  dispute,  he  would  give  in,  saying,  “  Let  it  be 
so  then,  and  say  no  more  about  it.”  But  money 
he  never  loved,  nor  willingly  retained  it ;  but 
as  soon  as  any  was  given  him,  he  used  to  give 
it  to  his  younger  brother.  'What  shall  I  say  of 
his  remarkable  dutifulness  towards  his  parents? 
He  used  to  conduct  himself  entirely,  without 
any  hesitation,  according  to  their  will  and  orders, 
and  was  the  adviser  of  others  to  do  the  same. 
And  he  used  to  venerate  in  a  remarkable  degree 
the  Most  Holy  Virgin,  the  great  Mother  of 
God:  and  was  accustomed  zealously  to  recite 
her  Little  Office  on  Sundays  and  festivals ;  and 
used  often  to  exhort  his  sister  Mary  to  do  the 
same ;  for  if  she  did,  he  would  say,  she  would  in 
all  things  be  assisted  by  God  and  the  Mother  of 
God. 

This  being  the  birth  and  education  of  Ralph, 
we  shall  perhaps  best  learn  what  course  he  pur¬ 
sued  in  after-life  from  his  own  words ;  for  when, 
at  the  point  of  death,  he  was  requested  by  his 
superior  in  a  letter,  to  give  him  a  brief  account  of 
his  past  life,  he  wrote  to  him  an  account  from 
which  we  take  the  following  passages : — 

“  When  I  was  less  than  fifteen  years  of  age, 
I  passed  over  from  England  to  Belgium,  and 
during  the  rest  of  my  life  have  lived  either  under 
the  discipline  of  the  Fathers,  or  in  the  Society  of 
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Jesus  itself;  for  I  studied  classics  in  the  seminary 
of  St.  Omer,  but  studied  philosophy  and  part  of 
my  theology  for  five  years  in  Spain— for  one  year 
at  Seville,  but  with  weak  and  indifferent  health, 
and  four  years  at  Valladolid;  at  which  time, 
having  been  made  a  priest,  I  returned  to  Flan¬ 
ders,  and  having  been  admitted  into  the  Society, 
spent  my  novitiate  at  Watten.  I  then  finished 
the  remainder  of  my  theological  course  at  Liege ; 
after  that  I  spent  two  years  at  Ghent,  and  the 
second  of  them  in  my  third  probation,  whence 
having  been  sent  back  into  England  by  orders  of 
my  superiors,  I  have  served,  for  the  salvation  of 
my  neighbours,  for  twelve  years  in  this  country ; 
all  which  time  I  seemed  to  have  passed  so  easily, 
and  so  free  from  any  serious  interruption,  that  I 
ought  to  acknowledge  the  singular  goodness  of 
God,  and  the  kindness  of  other  men  towards  me; 
and  to  mention  with  gratitude  the  various  aids 
given  me,  especially  when  I  consider  my  small 
abilities,  and  the  weak  health  which  I  have 
always  had.  But  now,  from  the  time  of  my 
return  to  England,  I  confess  that  I  have  studied 
according  to  my  calling  and  power  (to  God  alone 
be  the  glory),  both  to  be  an  assistance  and  con¬ 
solation  to  others,  as  well  by  administering  the 
sacraments  of  the  Church,  and  by  privately  in¬ 
structing  in  the  truth,  as  by  exhorting  to 
virtue ;  for  I  have  never  been  able  to  preach  in 


FATHER  CORBIE. 


31 


public,  Avliicli  has  sometimes  been  the  cause  of 
no  inconsiderable  grief  to  me,  but  yet  has  im¬ 
pressed  on  my  mind  a  salutary  sense  of  my 
perpetual  humility.  And  thus  I  have  easily  per¬ 
suaded  myself  to  pursue  a  moderate  and  poor 
style  of  living  with  the  humbler  class  of  men, 
and  always  to  go  on  foot  to  every  neighbouring 
and  adjoining  place.  But  as  to  the  state  of  my 
soul,  I  hope  indeed,  by  God’s  mercy,  that  it  is 
well  with  me ;  I  have  at  least  endeavoured  to 
advance  daily  in  virtue,  and  have  kept  before  my 
eyes  both  the  common  uncertainty  of  life,  and 
especially  my  own  weakness  and  infirmity ;  for 
during  the  last  eight  years  I  have  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  lose  a  good  deal  of  blood  in  autumn 
and  spring ;  and  this  has  not  only  changed  the 
former  constitution  of  mv  bodv,  but  also  verv 
much  weakened  mv  head,  so  that  I  cannot  now 
meditate  or  read  for  any  length  of  time,  but  I  pass 
most  of  my  leisure  in  pious  reflections  and  ejacula¬ 
tory  prayers,  or  in  reciting  the  Divine  Office,  and 
the  Rosary  of  the  Most  Blessed  Virgin.  More¬ 
over  lately,  when  I  was  unable  to  walk  on  foot 
as  before,  I  have  been  obliged  to  use  a  horse,  to 
my  great  inconvenience  and  trouble,  especially  in 
these  perilous  and  hazardous  times;  all  which 
things  have  increased  my  desire  of  laying  down 
my  life  and  shedding  my  blood  for  the  sake  of 
Christ;  which  may  He  indeed  at  last  grant  of 
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His  great  mercy. — Written  in  prison,  September 

13,  1614.” 

This  he  ivrote  candidly  and  sincerely  to  his 
superior  respecting  himself ;  in  which,  as  is 
evident,  although  impelled  by  his  love  of  obedi¬ 
ence,  he  scatters  here  and  there  sparingly  some 
things  wortlij"  of  praise,  as  so  many  rays  of  light, 
yet  by  a  desire  of  humbling  himself,  he  darkens 
them  by  this  black  cloud  (so  to  speak)  of  con¬ 
tempt  and  self-abasement,  which  virtue  always 
existed  in  him  as  the  root  of  all  other  virtues. 
From  this  proceeded  always  a  genuine  and  frank 
simplicity  in  word  and  deed, — from  this,  a  disposi¬ 
tion  more  inclined  to  obey  the  suggestions  of  others 
than  the  impulse  of  his  own  will, — from  this,  in 
the  case  of  his  conscience,  a  careful  inquiry  and 
anxious  care  even  of  trifles, — from  this,  not  only  a 
remarkable  restraint  of  his  tongue  from  the  very 
appearance  of  detraction  in  the  slightest  degree 
(which  was  a  distinguishing  trait  in  his  character, 
and  for  which  he  was  celebrated  amongst  his 
acquaintance),  but  also  a  command  over  all  other 
emotions  of  his  mind,  that  those  who  were  most 
intimate  with  him  confess  that  they  never  saw  in 
him  an  appearance  otherwise  than  of  tranquillity. 
From  this,  in  the  last  place,  proceeded  a  holy  and 
constant  hatred  of  his  body,  as  of  a  deceitful  ser¬ 
vant  ;  which,  though  naturally  weak  and  infirm,  he 
did  not  indulge  in  idleness  and  in  avoiding  laborious 
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occupations.,  as  human  weakness  persuaded  him; 
but  used  to  accustom  it  to  labours,  inure  it  to 
hardships,  and  keep  it  in  the  continual  practice 
of  active  charity,  as  the  salvation  of  souls  and  the 
honour  of  Christ  demanded. 

There  were  in  those  parts  where  he  lived  many 
Catholics  of  narrow  means  and  obscure  station, 
who  could  neither  maintain  priests  at  their  houses, 
on  account  of  their  want  of  fortune,  nor  go  to 
them  elsewhere,  on  account  of  the  danger  thereby 
incurred.  These  he  always  thought  it  his  duty  to 
console,  to  assist  in  every  manner,  to  administer 
to  them  the  sacraments  of  the  Church,  to  travel 
amongst  their  villages  and  houses.  This  he 
always  did  unweariedly,  not  only  by  day,  but 
also  towards  dusk  or  late  at  night,  in  the  heat  of 
summer  and  the  cold  and  rain  of  winter,  when  he 
would  walk  on  foot,  carrying  in  his  hand  his  stick, 
which  he  used  to  call  jokingly  his  horse,  and  at 
his  entrance  into  a  house  he  used  to  commend 
it  accordingly  to  the  care  of  the  domestics ;  and 
that  he  might  more  freely  and  unsuspectedly 
frequent  the  cottages  of  the  poor,  he  used  to  go 
without  a  cloak,  in  a  very  humble  dress,  so  that 
one  would  have  taken  him  for  a  servant,  or  farm- 
bailiff,  or  letter-carrier.  But  his  reception  and 
manner  of  living  was  such  as  is  usually  to  be  met 
with  among  the  humbler  classes,  not  by  going  by 
appointment,  but  casually ;  and  he  always  used 
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to  declare,  with  a  pleased  countenance  and  a 
grateful  and  joyful  heart,  that  he  was  as  much 
pleased  with  this  as  with  the  greatest  luxuries. 
So  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  after 
labours  carried  on  in  such  an  apostolic  spirit  for 
twelve  years,  considering  also  his  modest  and 
gentle  manners,  that  he  was  commonly  called 
their  dearest  Father  and  the  Apostle  by  the  poorer 
Catholics  of  those  parts. 

But  amongst  these  pious  and  humble  labours, 
endured  with  such  contentment  and  so  manfully, 
what  else  can  you  expect  than  that  great  thirst 
which  usually  follows  a  sustained  and  lasting 
race?  I  mean  that  thirst,  which  he  had  a  long 
time  ago  conceived  in  his  soul,  for  approaching 
heaven  by  the  gibbet,  and  for  shedding  also  his 
blood  in  the  cause  on  which  he  had  expended  so 
much  care  and  labour.  It  was  the  18th  day  of 
July,  1644,  when  Father  Ralph  Corbie,  ignorant 
of  the  happiness  destined  for  him  by  Heaven, 
was  at  the  sacred  altar  offering  the  unbloody 
sacrifice  at  Hamsterley,  which  is  a  place  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  near  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
and  a  solitary  house  in  a  wood ;  there,  I  say,  he 
was  celebrating  the  holy  sacrifice  of  the  Mass, 
and  was  reading  the  Epistle,  when  he  was  taken 
by  the  Calvinistic  soldiers,  who  violently  rushed 
in.  Scarcely  having  put  off  his  sacerdotal  vest¬ 
ments,  and  having  at  once  confessed  the  fact  (for 
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why  should  he  have  hesitated,  when  the  altar  and 
its  furniture  were  before  their  eyes  ?)  he  was  im¬ 
mediately  taken  away  to  Sunderland,  a  town  on 
the  seacoast,  where  the  Parliamentary  commis¬ 
sioners  for  hearing  causes  were  then  sitting. 
They  having  begun  to  ask  about  the  crime  (which 
was  no  crime  really)  from  the  soldier  who  had 
brought  him,  having  been  informed  who  he  was 
and  what  he  had  already  confessed  concerning 
himself,  ordered  the  confession  to  be  committed 
to  writing  and  given  to  them.  The  Father  there¬ 
fore  wrote  down  with  his  own  hand  to  this  effect : 
“  I,  Ralph  Corbie,  priest,  whilst  living  in  the 
bishopric  of  Durham,  was  taken  to-day  at  Iiam- 
sterley,  by  the  Parliamentarians,  about  nine  in 
tbe  morning,  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  Mass,  and 
at  the  same  time  were  seized  my  sacerdotal  vest¬ 
ments  and  other  furniture.”  They  demanded, 
further,  where  he  had  been  made  priest, — he  said 
in  Spain ;  and  whether  he  was  one  of  the  J esuits, — 
he  replied  that,  by  the  great  goodness  of  God,  he 
was  of  the  Society  of  Jesus;  which  he  readily 
added  to  his  declaration  at  their  order.  By  chance, 
at  the  top  of  the  paper  on  which  he  wrote  these 
things,  he  had  made  with  his  pen  the  sign  of  the 
cross,  as  is  usual  among  religious  men.  They, 
interpreting  this  as  impiously  superstitious,  took 
it  ill  and  were  much  incensed,  being  men  of 
that  school  who  execrate  sacrilegiously  every 
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cast,  sculpture,  or  painting  of  the  cross  of  Christ, 
and  would  wish  to  exterminate  its  memory  among 
men.  At  length,  having  questioned  and  examined 
him  as  long  as  they  wished,  at  about  eleven  at 
night  they  took  him  off  to  a  ship  to  carry  him 
immediately  to  London.  And  when  he  had  been 
kept  in  close  confinement  for  one  day,  afterwards 
(as  he  tells  us)  having  obtained  greater  liberty,  he 
was  treated  more  humanely,  and  allowed  to  walk 
about  on  the  deck.  But  what  was  the  greatest 
consolation  to  him  was,  that  he  found  there,  by 
the  singular  providence  of  God,  the  llev.  John 
Duckett,  a  secular  priest,  who  a  few  days  before 
had  been  seized  in  a  neighbouring  place,  and  for 
the  same  cause  condemned  to  the  same  fate, — a 
man  of  much  constancy  and  gifted  with  remark¬ 
able  virtue,  to  whom  his  own  great  praise  is  due  ; 
and  I  am  desirous,  in  the  rest  of  this  account  of 
Father  Corbie,  to  write  and  speak  of  both  of  them 
at  once,  as  I  should  think  it  wrong — except  so  far 
as  the  clear  narration  of  my  history  demands  it — • 
to  separate  these  in  the  commemoration  of  their 
victory,  whom  God  has  so  joined  in  the  victory 
itself.  And  certainly  after  this  their  first  meet¬ 
ing  on  board  ship,  as  twin  brothers,  as  kindred 
spirits,  they  lived  together  with  mutual  comfort, 
were  committed  to  prison  together,  brought  to 
trial  together,  and  died  happily  together. 

And  now  having  been  brought  by  sea  to  London 
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and  taken  before  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners 
at  Westminster,  where  also  the  confession  before 
made  at  Sunderland  of  their  priesthood  was  urged 
against  them,  and  they  again  boldly  adhered  to 
it,  without  longer  examination  or  delay  they  were 
committed  to  the  prison  called  Newgate  ;  but 
committed  with  insolent  mockery.  Por  there  was 
ready  with  a  captain  at  their  head  a  troop  of  about 
forty  armed  soldiers,  who  with  a  military  but  a 
disgraceful  procession,  beating  drums,  and  firing 
guns,  led  these  innocent  and  peaceful  confessors  of 
Christ,  as  malefactors,  as  traitors  and  disturbers 
of  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  as  persons  lately 
taken  in  the  enemy’s  army  (where  they  never  had 
been),  but  in  reality  through  hatred  to  the  Catholic 
religion  and  priesthood, — they  led  them,  I  say,  to 
prison  and  chains  on  that  very  day  on  which,  in 
the  calendar  of  the  Church,  the  memory  of  S.  Peter 
ad  Yincula  is  honoured.  From  which  time  till  the 
13th  day  of  September  following,  proofs  arc  not 
wanting  to  show  how  piously  and  religiously — with 
what  demonstrations  of  constancy — with  how  con¬ 
soling  an  effect  on  those  who  beheld  them,  they 
passed  all  their  time,  while  awaiting  the  assizes, 
at  which  they  were  to  be  tried.  For  since,  being 
secluded  from  earthly  cares,  they  now  had  more 
time  for  themselves  and  for  God,  and  were  more 
carefully  collecting  up  their  strength  for  the  last 
■conflict  of  life,  they  appear  as  it  were  to  have  in- 
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stituted  a  holy  contest  to  see  which  could  excel 
the  other  in  humility,  charity,  patience,  and  zeal 
for  the  g'lory  of  God,  and  all  other  heroic  virtues : 
so  however  (as  virtue  especially  requires)  that  they 
preserved  always  a  great  unanimity,  and  a  won¬ 
derful  concord  in  all  things. 

The  opinion  most  probable  was  that  each  of 
them  not  long  afterwards,  as  was  actually  the  case, 
would  be  capitally  punished  for  his  confession  of 
his  faith  and  priesthood.  Therefore,  as  is  usually 
the  case,  many  came  to  them  to  receive  the  sacra¬ 
ments.  Amongst  whom,  when  Father  Corbie  was 
officiating,  one  person  received  the  most  Holy 
Body  of  Christ  whom  many  knew  to  have  taken 
the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  as  it  is  called,  which  had 
been  condemned,  and  that  he  still  persevered  in 
its  defence.  As  soon  as  this  was  known  to  the 
holy  priests  of  God,  they  took  counsel  together, 
that  no  slur  should  thereby  be  cast  upon  the 
truth,  as  if  they  had  thought  otherwise  than  was 
right  on  the  subject  of  the  said  oath,  and  that  no 
injury  might  arise  to  the  souls  of  men  by  this 
example.  Therefore,  by  mutual  consent  of  Father 
Corbie  and  Mr.  Duckett,  Father  Corbie  wrent  to 
this  person,  and  admonished  him  in  a  friendly  and 
gentle  manner,  that,  if  the  fact  were  as  it  was 
commonly  said  of  him,  and  he  was  not  penitent 
for  that  deed,  he  must  abstain  for  the  future  from 
a  like  reception  of  the  Eucharist ;  for  that  he  and 
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his  companion  had  made  up  their  minds  not  to 
admit  to  the  holy  table  any  defenders  or  fa¬ 
vourers,  if  they  knew  of  any,  of  an  oath  so  often 
condemned  by  the  Apostolic  See.  Moreover,  on 
other  occasions  also,  they  both  unanimously  de¬ 
clared  that  they  heartily  detested  the  said  oath, 
which  undoubtedly  could  not  now  be  defended 
with  a  clear  conscience,  and  that  they  ought  to 
refuse  the  sacraments  to  those  who  taught  and 
acted  otherwise.  Nor  indeed  do  I  doubt  but  that 
they  would  both  have  been  willing  to  lay  down 
their  lives  for  this  article  of  Catholic  verity  alone, 
as  a  year  and  a  half  before  that  great  man  of  the 
order  of  S.  Francis,  Father  Henry  Heath,  or  as 
he  was  called  in  the  cloister,  Brother  Paul  of 
S.  Magdalene,  professed  himself  ready  to  do ;  who, 
as  he  found  these  of  whom  I  am  speaking,  imi¬ 
tators  of  his  zeal  in  respect  to  the  orthodox  doc¬ 
trine  on  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  so  also  had  them 
as  imitators  of  his  avidity,  if  I  may  use  the 
expression,  of  suffering  for  the  faith  of  Christ. 

For,  indeed,  though  there  were  many  other 
proofs  that  they  burned  with  a  great  desire  of 
martyrdom,  yet  the  greatest  was  the  exceeding  joy 
of  each,  and  the  wonderful  serenity  observable  in 
their  countenances,  when  in  prison,  which  was  so 
much  noticed  by  those  who  were  with  them,  that 
some  were  found,  who,  on  leaving  their  company, 
openly  bore  testimony  to  it  by  words,  and  even 
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shedding  tears  of  joy  and  admiration.  And  there¬ 
fore  they  watched  anxiously,  and  were  highly 
circumspect,  lest  by  any  chance  the  palm  should 
be  broken  when  almost  in  their  hands,  and  the 
crown  should  be  lost,  which  they  had  now  hang¬ 
ing  over  their  heads — a  crown  so  precious,  and 
one  sought  by  so  many  prayers.  And  since  some 
thought  that,  with  regard  to  Father  Corbie,  if  au¬ 
thentic  certificates  could  be  procured  of  his  birth 
in  Ireland,  which  could  he  brought  forward  time 
enough,  it  would  be  a  hindrance  to  his  being  con¬ 
demned  to  death ;  on  this  account  he  heard  with 
great  regret  of  the  procurement  of  letters  of  this 
kind,  and  as  far  as  he  might,  consistently  with  his 
obedience,  he  abstained  from  promoting  that 
object.  And  certainly  Divine  Providence  seems  to 
have  favoured  his  ardent  sighs  against  the  at¬ 
tempts  made  by  his  friends  to  save  his  life  ;  whose 
success  in  obtaining  this  public  testimony  God  was 
pleased  to  render  so  slow,  that  a  notary  at  Ghent 
made  out  the  certificate  of  his  earthly  birthplace 
on  the  same  day,  and  almost  at  the  same  hour, 
that  he  being  hanged  at  London  began  to  be  born 
in  heaven. 

But  I  do  not  know  whether  his  desire  of  suffer¬ 
ing  is  not  as  well  shown  by  what  I  am  about  to 
relate.  It  happened  by  chance  that  some  persons 
were  treating  with  the  ambassador  of  the  emperor 
for  obtaining  the  liberty  of  a  Scot,  of  the  rank  of 
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colonel,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  in  Germany. 
Immediately  the  German  ambassador,  with  his 
usual  zeal  in  a  good  cause,  began  to  urge  vehe¬ 
mently  the  desirableness  of  exchanging  Father 
Corbie  for  a  Scotsman,  a  captive  in  Germany ;  say¬ 
ing  that  the  care  of  managing  the  matter  would 
be  very  acceptable  to  him.  When  the  good  Father 
found  such  an  unexpected  favour  offered  to  him  in 
his  present  situation,  and  much  wished  to  decline 
it,  he  could  think  of  no  better  means  of  avert¬ 
ing  the  kindness  so  graciously  offered,  than  by 
begging  that  it  might  be  transferred  to  his  blessed 
colleague,  Mr.  Duckett.  And  he  alleged  (so  in¬ 
genious  is  love)  as  the  strongest  reason  to  per¬ 
suade  him  to  this,  that  he,  having  been  born  in 
Ireland,  would  not  so  greatly  want  such  aid ;  but 
that  it  seemed  certain,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
Mr.  Duckett,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  could  not 
escape  except  by  some  like  interposition.  He 
further  added  that  his  colleague,  still  young  and 
strong,  and  eminently  gifted,  might  be  of  much 
service  for  a  long  time  to  come  in  furthering  the 
salvation  of  souls;  that  he  was  more  advanced  in 
years,  and  of  weak  health,  and  had  so  exhausted 
his  strength,  that  he  could  not  labour  much 
longer  in  Christ’s  vineyard.  To  these  arguments 
he  added  humble  prayers,  in  which  he  begged 
this  to  be  granted  to  him  by  his  superiors,  and  by 
the  benevolence  of  the  ambassador,  who  deserved 
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his  never-ending  gratitude, — that,  if  his  having 
been  born  in  Ireland  would  not  avail  to  save  his 
life,  he  was,  by  God’s  grace,  in  such  a  frame  of 
mind,  that  he  was  infinitely  more  willing  to  die 
in  so  glorious  a  cause  than  to  live.  Moreover 
that,  for  the  last  four  years  especially  (a  little 
before  which  time  he  had  been  admitted  to  the 
degree  of  a  formed  spiritual  coadjutor),  the  same 
flames  had  burnt  within  his  breast,  and  that  he 
had  not  ceased  to  implore  the  Divine  goodness, 
that  he  might  be  allowed  one  day  to  obtain  his 
wishes. 

It  appeared  then,  from  all  these  circumstances, 
that  his  mind  was  urged  to  this  noble  conflict  by 
a  celestial  and  manifest  impulse.  In  the  mean 
while  the  ambassador  determined  no  longer  to 
act  by  means  of  messengers,  but  to  go  himself  to 
the  prison,  and  to  understand  definitely  what 
these  Christian  combatants  intended  to  do  at  last 
in  this  affair.  And  he  was  present  at  a  memor¬ 
able  exhibition  of  humility  and  mutual  charity, 
in  which  each  endeavoured  to  afford  to  the  other 
the  hope  of  life  and  liberty  being  offered  to  him, 
with  the  greatest  humility  and  assiduity ;  at 
which  all  who  were  present  were  filled  with  silent 
admiration,  marvelling  at  the  novelty  of  the  con¬ 
tention  ;  of  which  a  serious  religious  man  thus 
delivered  his  opinion  :  that  in  this  pious  and  holy 
contest  the  humility  and  fervour  of  the  early 
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martyrs  of  the  Church  seemed  to  him  to  be 
brought  before  his  eyes ;  and  the  event  showed 
that  God  was  pleased  that  each  victim  should  be 
brought  to  the  altar,  and  neither  removed  from  it. 

Let  us  hear  then  how  each  was  indicted  and 
condemned  from  the  facts  recorded  in  the  letter 
of  Father  Corbie,  dated  September  15,  1644;  for 
much  of  this  was  common  to  him  and  to  his 
colleague,  who  was  proceeded  against  in  almost 
the  same  way.  He  says :  “  When  the  sessions 
were  held  on  September  4,  O.  S.  (which  day  is  in 
Catholic  countries  the  14th,  sacred  to  the  Exalt¬ 
ation  of  the  Holy  Cross),  I  was  summoned  second. 
And  when  I  had  made  my  appearance,  and  the  in¬ 
dictment  had  been  read,  which  was  to  this  effect, 
‘  That  Ralph  Corbie,  an  Englishman,  having 
been  made  a  priest  and  Jesuit  beyond  the  seas, 
had  returned  into  England  contrary  to  law/  I 
was  asked  by  the  Recorder  of  the  city,  the  ordi¬ 
nary  judge  in  these  cases,  ‘  Guilty,  or  not  guilty/ 
I  answered  that  I  was  a  priest  and  Jesuit,  and 
acknowledged  it;  but  that  I  considered  this  an 
honour,  not  a  crime.  He  urged  me  to  answer 
‘  Guilty,  or  not  guilty  I  repeated  a  second  and 
third  time  that  I  was  a  priest  and  Jesuit,  and 
that  if  that  was  guilt,  I  confessed  myself  to  be 
guilty.  When  no  other  answer  could  be  got  out 
of  me,  he  asked  whether  I  had  anything  further 
to  say  for  myself;  but  I  said  ‘That  I  was  not 
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bom  in  England,  as  was  laid  in  tlie  indictment, 
but  in  Ireland,  at  a  time  when  my  parents,  for 
conscience  and  religion’s  sake,  bad  fled  thither 
from  England ;  and  that  I  had  mentioned  this  to 
the  commissioners  before  whom  I  was  brought  at 
my  first  coming  to  this  city.’  ‘  But  this,’  said 
the  judge  in  a  derisive  tone,  ‘  will  be  no  excuse 
for  you.  Why,  do  not  you  know  the  statute  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  ?’  And  he  ordered  the  statute 
to  be  read.  I  do  not  remember  its  language; 
but,  according  to  his  interpretation,  the  wording 
of  the  statute  extended  to  all  parts  of  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  of  which  Ireland  was 
a  part.  ‘  And  so,’  he  said,  ‘  if  your  mind  is  thus, 
you  must  die.’  Whereupon  the  jury  immediately 
came  forward  and  pronounced  me  guilty  of  the 
crimes  charged  in  the  indictment,  and  convicted 
by  my  own  evidence,  and  I  was  ordered  to  be  led 
away. 

“  The  next  day  I  was  again  sent  for  into  court, 
and  when  I  was  placed  at  the  bar,  the  Recorder 
again  asked  what  I  had  to  say  that  sentence  of 
death  should  not  be  passed  on  me  according  to 
law.  I  said  that  I  had  pleaded  yesterday  that, 
as  I  had  been  born  in  Ireland,  I  had  desired  my 
cause  to  be  tried  by  my  country,  and  that  this 
had  been  denied  to  me.’  ( To  this,’  said  he,  ‘  suffi¬ 
cient  answer  was  given  yesterday ;  for  the  statute 
comprises  both  England  and  Ireland.’  And  so 
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lie  passed  sentence  on  me  as  follows:  ‘That  I 
was  to  return  thence  to  prison,  to  be  taken  from 
prison,  placed  on  a  wicker  hurdle,  and  dragged  to 
Tyburn,  where  I  was  to  he  half  hanged  with  a 
rope,  and  when  half  dead  to  have  my  bowels 
taken  out,  and  my  body  divided  into  four  parts, 
which  parts  were  to  be  taken  back  to  London, 
and  exposed  in  some  place  appointed  by  his 
majesty/  This  sentence  having  been  passed  on 
me,  I  went  gladly  back  to  my  prison  of  Newgate, 
where  I  expect  that  blessed  and  happy  Saturday 
(the  day  but  one  after  he  wrote  this  was  in 
England,  September  7),  which  is  the  vigil  of  Her 
glorious  nativity,  by  whose  holy  intercession  I 
hope  that  I  may  be  born  again  to  a  new  and 
everlasting  life;  which  may  the  infinite  goodness  of 
God  grant  by  the  prayers  and  merits  of  the  same 
Mother  of  God,  and  of  all  the  saints.  Amen.” 

But  in  another  page  of  the  same  letter  were 
other  expressions,  which  would  show  us  a  bright 
image  of  the  solid  and  perfect  virtues  w’hich  the 
Divine  bounty  had  infused  abundantly  into  his 
soul;  and,  indeed,  those  who  knew  him  best 
could  not  be  ignorant  that  great  graces  had 
evidently  been  conferred  on  him  by  Heaven ;  and 
that  they  were  so  much  the  greater,  because 
“  humility,  the  secure  guardian  of  graces,”  kept 
them  more  carefully  concealed.  But  because 
much  which  was  interspersed  in  this  letter  related 


46 


THE  SECOND  CONFLICT. 


to  individuals,  I  pass  over  the  rest,  and  only  copy 
the  last  lines ;  in  which  lines,  when  with  the 
greatest  lowliness  of  mind  he  had  confessed  him¬ 
self  to  be  a  dull  and  imperfect  scholar  in  the 
school  of  virtue,  he  spoke  as  it  were  his  last 
farewell  on  earth  to  the  father  to  whom  he 
wrote,  and  to  the  society,  in  these  words  :  “  And 
now,  my  good  Father,  that  I  may  make  an  end 
at  the  same  time  of  my  letter  and  of  my  life, 
by  the  love  of  the  Supreme  Deity,  I  beseech 
heartily  for  pardon  from  your  reverence,  and  the 
whole  of  the  society,  for  all  my  errors,  defects, 
and  offences,  and  for  every  duty  neglected  during 
my  life.” 

But  I  will  proceed  to  narrate  what  followed, 
first  briefly  mentioning  that  hardly  had  these  con¬ 
stant  confessors  of  Christ  been  removed  from  the 
bar,  when  through  the  barbarous  inhumanity  of 
some  malignant  officer  of  the  prison,  they  were 
thrust  by  him  into  a  foul  and  vile  dungeon, 
amongst  a  rabble  of  murderers,  thieves,  and  male¬ 
factors,  and  were  numbered  with  the  trans¬ 
gressors.  There  they  began  to  be  stripped,  loaded 
with  chains  and  iron  fetters,  and  to  be  otherwise 
shamefully  treated,  when  the  governor  of  the 
prison,  having  heard  of  the  case,  and  detesting 
such  atrocious  conduct,  forbade  any  more  of  such 
proceedings.  They  were  obliged,  however,  before 
being  dismissed  from  this  place,  to  redeem  them- 
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selves  from  sucli  unusual  annoyances  by  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  money.  All  which  things  they  endured 
with  placid  countenance;,  a  quiet  mind,  and  with¬ 
out  any  complaint  against  any  one. 

And  now  only  one  day  and  one  more  night  of 
their  mortal  life  was  left  to  them,  all  which  time 
they  thought  should  be  given  to  prayer,  fasting, 
watching,  not  even  closing  their  eyes  in  sleep, 
both  that  they  themselves  might  be  more  ready 
to  meet  the  heavenly  spouse  of  their  souls,  expect¬ 
ing  their  last  hour,  and  also  that  they  might 
meanwhile  the  better  console  others,  and  exercise 
works  of  charity.  For  many  used  to  come  and  see 
them  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  both  Catholics 
of  our  country  and  foreigners,  and  also  many 
ambassadors  of  orthodox  princes,  then  residing  in 
London :  some  perhaps  for  one  reason,  some  for 
another,  if  one  were  to  inquire  into  each  particu¬ 
lar  case ;  but  all,  as  it  seemed,  full  of  veneration 
for  the  blessed  warriors  of  Christ,  whom  they 
already  looked  upon  as  men  certain  soon  to  be 
inhabitants  of  heaven.  Nor  were  they  wanting 
in  their  duty :  by  faithful  counsels,  salutary  ad¬ 
monitions,  the  humble  and  sedulous  exercise  of 
their  priestly  office,  and  whatever  wish  of  grati¬ 
fying  them  or  alacrity  in  serving  them  they  could 
show,  thereby  they  endeavoured  to  satisfy  all.  And 
Father  Corbie,  who  in  the  seminaries  founded  for 
our  countrymen  by  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  at  St.Omer, 
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Seville,  and  Valladolid,  had  studied  the  various 
branches  of  literature  and  science,  as  he  well 
remembered,  as  also  that  he  had  finished  his  theo¬ 
logical  education  in  the  college  piously  founded 
at  Liege  by  Bavarian  munificence,  could  not  fail, 
with  the  utmost  humility,  by  words,  and  writing, 
and  other  proofs  of  gratitude,  to  show  that  he  had 
an  indelible  remembrance  of  these  benefits,  and 
so  he  promised  specially  that  he  would  pray  for 
His  Imperial  Majesty,for  HisCatholicMajesty,  and 
His  Serene  Highness  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  both 
now  and  in  that  eternity  of  happiness  with  the 
saints,  to  which  he  was  then  rapidly  approaching 
by  the  favour  of  God.  But  the  French  ambas¬ 
sador  did  not  think  it  enough  to  have  affection¬ 
ately  visited  the  “  white-robed  martyrs  ”  of  Christ 
on  that  last  evening,  and  to  have  especially  begged 
for  their  prayers  for  himself,  but  also  wished  to 
make  his  confession  to  Father  Corbie  (as  also  did 
his  companions)  and  received  from  him  a  rosary 
and  a  blessed  medal,  which  he  was  to  send  into 
France  as  a  gift  to  the  Queen  Mother,  with  a 
paper  with  this  inscription  in  Latin: — “I,  Ralph 
Corbie,  priest  of  the  Society  of  Jesus,  promise  to 
pray  for  the  salvation  of  the  most  Christian  King 
of  France,  for  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  her 
family.  See.”  And  when  he  departed,  he  declared 
that  he  had  never  seen  such  an  example  of 
Christian  fortitude  as  these  two  exhibited  •,  of 
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whom  as  he  had  not  only  been  a  present  admirer 
but  also  had,  with  great  delight  to  his  soul,  received 
from  their  society  and  conversation  much  feeling 
of  piety,  and  many  salutary  counsels,  so  also  he 
declared  that  he  would  not  forget  to  celebrate 
their  praises  amongst  others. 

Nor  must  we  pass  over  in  silence  the  piety  of  a 
lady  of  great  nobility  and  dignity,  which  is  re¬ 
markable  and  worthy  to  be  remembered  by  pos¬ 
terity  ;  who,  being  a  stranger,  and  having  come  to 
London  about  the  time  when,  heaven  and  earth 
being  witnesses,  this  spectacle,  pleasing  to  God  and 
to  the  angels,  was  to  be  exhibited,  rejoiced  greatly 
that  she  had,  beyond  her  expectation,  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  being  by  any  means  present  at  it.  And, 
therefore,  she  desired  to  leave  nothing  undone, 
whereby  she  might  honour  these  victims  devoted  to 
death,  whilst  they  were  living,  and  in  their  persons 
the  whole  Catholic  cause.  Nor  did  she  only  do 
this,  but  also  persuaded  others  to  do  the  same;  and 
came  to  the  prison  with  the  Marquis  of  Brossay, 
and  his  and  her  suites,  neither  dismayed  by  the 
inconvenience  of  the  hour  nor  the  narrowness  of 
the  place.  There  she  spent  the  whole  night, 
the  last  on  earth  of  the  holy  priests  of  God, 
as  in  a  sacred  vigil,  assisted  most  religiously, 
as  they  offered  the  unbloody  sacrifice  of  the  altar ; 
and  having  confessed  to  Father  Corbie,  and  hav¬ 
ing  been  fed  by  his  hand  with  the  most  Divine 
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banquet  of  the  Eucharist,  she  also  purchased  with 
ready  money  the  chalice  which  they  had  used  for  the 
sacred  rite,  and  keeps  it  religiously  to  this  day  as 
a  precious  treasure.  Likewise  a  great  number  of 
other  Catholics  were  present,  who,  at  the  same  time, 
having  first  duly  confessed,  were  refreshed  with 
the  same  angelic  food  by  these  priests,  and  testi¬ 
fied  that  they  had  thereby  received  great  con¬ 
solation. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  notice  that  Father  Corbie, 
after  receiving  sentence  as  above  mentioned, 
continued  as  before  to  be  undaunted,  cheerful, 
happy,  without  any  change,  except  that  the 
nearer  he  approached  to  his  departure  from  this 
life,  so  much  greater  tenderness  of  soul  did  he 
show,  which  sometimes  even  drew  tears  of  ten¬ 
derness  from  him,  not  tokens  of  grief  or  fear, 
but  witnesses  of  that  joy  which  he  derived,  more 
abundantly  than  heretofore,  from  the  happiness 
placed  near  to  him  and  almost  in  his  sight. 

Such  he  professed  to  be  the  case  to  a  certain 
member  of  the  same  society,  who  was  always 
with  him  in  prison;  and  he  said  that  he  was 
moved  by  no  feeling  of  fear.  But  yet  in  this 
last  sacrifice  of  the  Mass,  that  former  serenity, 
as  if  by  the  interposition  of  a  small  cloud,  ap¬ 
peared  for  a  short  time  overshadow'ed,  for  whilst 
he  was  performing  the  sacred  office,  he  was  slower 
than  usual  in  the  movements  of  his  whole  body. 
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and  in  the  enunciation  of  the  words ;  and  he 
stood  sometimes  as  if  his  arms  were  bound,  and  his 
voice  from  time  to  time  failed,  which  caused 
much  wonder  and  astonishment  to  those  present. 
But  when  he  was  aslced  afterwards  what  had  been 
the  cause  of  it,  he  said  that  some  sad  thoughts 
had  presented  themselves  to  Iris  mind,  which  he 
had  wished  to  be  dispelled  and  put  to  flight  by 
God ;  and  they  were  immediately  put  to  flight, 
and  he  himself  restored  to  his  former  cheerful¬ 
ness;  indeed,  he  was  supernaturally  assisted  by 
a  new  strength  of  mind  and  of  gladness,  last¬ 
ing  to  the  very  end  of  life.  Therefore,  when 
afterwards  at  his  departure,  he  saw  some  persons 
weeping,  although  with  his  usual  tenderness  of 
mind  he  was  somewhat  moved  in  his  heart,  yet  he 
bid  them  be  cheerful  and  glad;  and,  serenely 
smiling,  said  that  there  was  no  reason  for  them 
to  weep,  but  ample  cause  for  congratulating 
their  friend  on  such  happiness,  and  for  joyfully 
triumphing. 

Meanwhile  the  expected  day  had  dawned,  and 
the  hour  was  approaching  when  they  were  to  come 
forth  from  prison,  where  they  had  hitherto  nobly 
played  their  part,  to  an  open  theatre  of  action,  there 
to  perform  the  last  act  of  their  lives.  They  went 
forth,  then,  with  a  cheerful  and  constant  mind, 
always  like  their  former  selves,  and  mindful  of 
their  cause;  wherefore  they  did  not  blush  to 

e  2 


52 


THE  SECOND  CONFLICT. 


show  themselves  to  the  gaze  of  the  people  in  a 
new  style,  and  one  which  had  never  been  seen  by 
most  of  the  people  in  that  place.  For  they  came 
forth  no  longer  the  imitators  of  other  characters, 
but  acting  their  own  part ;  one  in  a  long  cassock, 
such  as  is  usually  worn  by  secular  priests  in 
Catholic  countries,  the  other  in  the  usual  reli¬ 
gious  habit  of  our  society ;  each  with  his  head 
neatly  shaven  in  the  form  of  a  crown.  Then, 
having  been  placed  on  the  same  hurdle,  and  straw 
put  under  them,  as  usual,  on  the  right  side  sat 
Father  Corbie,  tbe  elder  of  the  two,  weaker  in 
health,  of  a  slender  and  pale  appearance;  and 
near  him  on  the  left,  Mr.  Duckett,  stronger  and 
younger,  good-looking,  of  a  cheerful  and  amiable 
countenance.  And  whilst  they  were  thus,  amid  a 
crowd  flocking  together,  dragged  to  the  gallows, 
so  modest,  so  patient,  so  cheerful,  united  by  a 
mutual  consolation  of  one  another’s  souls  and  a 
more  than  fraternal  charity,  they  seemed  to  have 
impressed  a  feeling  of  reverence  for  themselves 
even  on  the  heretics,  who  openly  said,  “  It  was 
wonderful  to  see,  wonderful  to  think,  with  what 
courage  and  what  constancy  men  of  that  kind 
could  meet  death  for  the  sake  of  religion.”  But 
the  Catholics,  when,  contrary  to  custom,  they  saw 
them  being  led  to  execution  in  their  own  habit, 
and  the  proper  costume  of  their  respective  orders, 
congratulating  and  venerating  them,  begged  their 


FATHER  CORBIE. 


53 


blessing  with  signs  and  nods,  which  they  again 
bestowed  affectionately  and  most  cheerfully. 

Having  been  drawn  on  hurdles  through  town 
and  country,  they  arrived  at  Tyburn,  when,  as 
I  hear,  they  first  saluted  the  gallows  itself  with 
an  embrace  and  kiss,  with  much  devotion  and 
giving  thanks  to  God;  and  then, having  ascended 
the  fatal  cart  and  put  the  rope  round  their  necks, 
they  stood  amongst  the  assembly  of  criminals, 
who  were  five  in  number,  and  were  to  be  hanged 
together  with  these  innocent  men ;  in  which 
place,  Mr.  Duckett  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
address  even  a  single  word  to  the  surrounding 
multitude,  but  he  stood  with  his  head  up,  and 
his  eyes  meekly  fixed  on  heaven.  And  I  do  not 
know  but  that  this  silent  eloquence,  the  index  of 
internal  joy  and  mental  tranquillity,  brought  to 
light  so  clearly  by  deeds  and  circumstances,  was 
not  both  suitable  to  the  occasion  and  highly 
efficacious  in  moving  the  minds  of  the  spectators. 
But  Father  Corbie,  since  he  thought  it  as  well  to 
say  a  few  words  to  the  people  as  to  the  cause  of  his 
death,  spoke  to  this  effect  to  the  Sheriff  of  London, 
who  is  usually  present,  with  his  attendants,  at  the 
infliction  of  a  public  punishment :  “  Mr.  Sheriff, 
tell  me,  if  you  please,  what  cause  has  brought  us 
to  this  place  of  punishment  ?  Tell  me,  sir,  I  say, 
what  cause  of  death  is  alleged  against  us?”  And 
when  the  sheriff  made  no  answer  to  him  on  his 
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repetition  of  these  questions,  the  Father  went  on 
to  explain  the  facts  of  the  matter,  as  follows : — 
“  We  were  living  in  the  county  of  Durham  ;  there 
we  were  taken,  and  brought  all  the  way  to  London. 
And  now  in  this  city,  far  from  our  homes,  we  are 
to  suffer  death.  Nor  has,  meanwhile,  any  one 
come  against  us ;  no  accuser,  no  witness,  no  one 
has  charged  us  with  any  crime,  nor  can  any  one, 
as  far  as  I  know,  accuse  us  if  he  wished.  We 
have  confessed,  and  willingly  confess,  that  we  are 
Catholics  and  priests.  And  this  crime  is  the  only 
cause  of  our  not  being  permitted  to  live.  And  this 
appears  more  wonderful  to  me,  that  I  may  speak 
for  myself,  because  I  said  that  I  was  born  in 
Ireland,  where  I  never  remember  the  profession 
of  the  Catholic  religion,  or  the  Catholic  priest¬ 
hood,  to  have  been  considered  as  a  crime.” 
“  Here/’  said  the  sheriff,  “  whatever  may  be  the 
case  in  Ireland,  it  is  quite  different  in  England. 
\You  are  literary  men,  and  having  studied  litera¬ 
ture,  have  crossed  the  seas  from  England  to 
/foreign  parts ;  and  there  having  received  orders, 
and  come  back  into  this  kingdom,  you  have  gone 
(about  the  country,  seducing  the  people  from  the 
, -church  of  God.”  The  Father  replied:  “We 
/  seduce  no  one  from  the  church  of  God,  but  bring 
back  the  sheep,  who  are  wandering  in  error,  to 
the  fold  of  Christ.  Although  not  even  this,  which 
is  falsely  called  a  crime,  was  ever  proved  against 
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us,  or  even  laid  to  our  charge  in  the  court  of 
justice.”  “Nay,  indeed,”  interrupted  the  sheriff, 
“you  have  seduced  many;  and  therefore  you  are 
to  die  to-day,  because  having  been  made  priest  in 
foreign  parts,  as  I  said,  you  have  returned  to 
England,  and  seduced  the  king’s  majesty’s  sub¬ 
jects  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God  and  this  king¬ 
dom.”  “Not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God,”  said 
the  Father,  “  certainly  not.  But  if  to  have  studied 
for  the  salvation  of  others — if  to  have  lawfully 
received  holy  orders  instituted  by  Christ — if  to 
have  recalled  the  erring  to  the  faith— if  this  be 
considered  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom, 
and  a  crime  punishable  with  death,  I  should 
wish  everybody  to  know  that  on  this  ground  we 
do  not  dread  death,  but  desire  it,  and  embrace  it 
with  open  arms.  Wherefore,  Mr.  Sheriff,  we 
most  willingly  this  day  give  up  our  life  to  Christ 
our  Saviour,  who  so  lovingly  died  for  all — a  life 
due  to  Him  a  thousand  times  over ;  being  about 
to  die  for  the  love  of  Him  and  the  sake  of  religion 
with  joyful  minds.” 

This  is  the  sum  of  what  he  said,  which  was 
diligently  remembered  by  a  sincere  Catholic,  who 
stood  near  him  as  he  spoke.  Nor  had  he  any 
opportunity  of  saying  much  more;  such  a  dis¬ 
turbance  was  there  about  one  of  the  five  convicts 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  time.  His  name 
was  Havard,  and  is  worthy  to  be  honourably 
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mentioned.  He  having  been  charged  falsely,  as 
they  say,  with  coining,  a  little  before  he  was  led 
out  to  punishment,  had  been  converted  to  the 
faith  ;  and  he  professed  it  so  freely,  so  boldly,  with 
such  a  sense  of  penitence  for  not  having  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  truth  till  late  in  life,  that  the  heretics 
were  chiefly  incensed  against  him;  and  the  Cal¬ 
vinist  minister  troubled  him  beyond  the  rest,  and 
could  not  bear  his  open  declaration  at  the  gallows, 
that  there  could  be  no  hope  of  obtaining  happi¬ 
ness  without  the  Roman  Catholic  faith.  And  I 
think  we  may  hope  for  the  best  with  respect  to 
the  salvation  of  this  man,  whose  constancy  no 
importunity  of  gainsayers  could  resist.  Certainly 
Father  Ralph  showed  forth  remarkably  his  zeal 
for  the  salvation  of  others  in  this  man’s  case,  by 
animating  him  in  various  ways  in  the  confession 
of  his  faith,  exhorting  him  to  perseverance,  and 
consoling  him  to  his  latest  breath,  as  far  as  the 
place  and  the  time  allowed. 

Meanwhile  some  priests  were  present  secretly, 
who,  at  a  sign  previously  agreed  upon,  gave 
sacerdotal  absolution  to  the  brave  Christian 
combatants ;  which  having  received  as  a  dis¬ 
missal  from  the  arena,  and  having  affection¬ 
ately  embraced  one  another,  the  cart  being 
speedily  drawn  from  under  them,  they  hanged  for 
some  time,  till  their  happy  souls  had  left  their 
bodies.  For  the  minister  of  justice  had  re- 
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mittecl  part  of  the  severity  of  the  law,  so  that 
they  were  not  quartered  half  alive,  as  was  the 
custom.  Moreover,  with  remarkable  humanity, 
he  ordered  an  artery  to  be  tried,  that  it  might 
be  evident  that  they  were  quite  dead.  But 
this  lenity  he  immediately  stained  by  his 
harshness;  for  he  instantly  ordered  whatever 
was  found  to  be  tinged  with  their  blood  to  be 
burnt ;  and  even  the  aprons  worn  by  the  execu¬ 
tioners,  and  the  sleeves  put  on  their  arms,  to  be 
washed ;  that,  forsooth,  the  Popish  dogs  (inhuman 
language !)  might  not  have  anything  to  venerate 
and  kiss,  or  to  keep  by  way  of  a  relic.  Persons 
were  not  wanting,  however,  to  obtain  fragments 
torn  from  the  clothes  of  Mr.  Duckett,  and  one  of 
his  hands,  which  had  been  cut  off,  and  some  other 
things,  either  by  craft,  or  by  payment,  or  by  pious 
daring ;  and  who,  conveying  the  whole  cassock 
•of  Father  Corbie  to  the  fathers  of  our  society  at 
London,  brought  to  them  a  most  acceptable  token 
of  remembrance. 

This  then  is  what  we  have  hitherto  been  able  to 
learn  concerning  the  glorious  departure  of  Father 
Ralph  Corbie  from  this  life;  and  we  have  heard 
it  from  men  most  deserving  of  credit,  and  who 
have  been  present  at  the  facts  themselves.  If  any 
other  circumstances,  as  may  be  the  case,  should 
become  known  by  degrees,  they  also,  I  hope,  in 
their  own  time  will  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
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many  persons,  to  tlie  greater  glory  of  the  King  of 
martyrs.  One  thing  only  we  need,  now  mention 
further ;  that  whereas  he  suffered,  as  we  have  said, 
a.  d.  164f,  in  the  twentieth  year  since  his  admis¬ 
sion  into  the  society,  in  the  seventh  month  of  the 
forty-seventh  year  of  his  life,  on  September  7, 
O.  S.,  but  according  to  our  reckoning  (N.  S.) 
September  17,  this  was  the  same  day  on  which, 
seven  years  before,  his  father,  Gerard  Corbie,  died 
happily  ;  who,  setting  a  notable  example,  when  he 
had  sent  three  sons  into  the  Society  of  Jesus, 
and  two  daughters  into  the  venerable  order  of 
S.  Benedict  (who  are  still  living  in  the  English 
Convent  at  Brussels),  and  had  no  more  surviving 
children,  by  mutual  and  cordial  consent  with  his 
wife,  bade  farewell  to  human  affairs  seventeen 
years  before  this  time,  so  that  he  followed  his  sons 
in  the  practice  of  a  religious  life  by  entering  into 
\  the  Society  of  Jesus,  in  which  he  died  holily  at 
jVYatten;  and  she  followed  her  daughters  into  the 
discipline  of  S.  Benedict,  under  which  she  lived 
piously  at  Ghent,  and  thus  they  both  consecrated 
themselves  and  their  whole  family  by  vows  duly 
undertaken  to  God  Almighty.  And,  oh,  may  the 
most  merciful  Father  of  the  wretched  grant  that 
England,  now  so  utterly  rvretched,  formerly  the 
faithful  Spouse  of  Christ  and  the  fruitful  parent 
of  religious  men,  if  any  nation  ever  was  so^  may 
return  again  to  the  faith  due  to  her  Heavenly 
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Bridegroom, — may  return  soon  to  the  veneration  of 
the  Virgin  Mother;  and,  having  been  irrigated  by 
the  precious  blood  of  so  many  of  her  martyrs,  may 
again  flourish,  bringing  forth  her  ancient  fruits  of 
innocency,  to  be  blessed  with  a  new  offspring  and 
a  chaste  family  of  saints  !  Amen. 
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THE  THIRD  CONFLICT. 

Of  the  Eev.  Father  Henry  Morse,  of  the  Society  of  Jesus; 
honoured  with  the  palm  in  the  same  manner  as  the  rest  at 
London  in  England,  February  1  ( N.S. ),  1645. 

Father  Henry  Morse,  was  by  nation  an  Eng¬ 
lishman,  by  county  a  Suffolk  man,  fifty  years 
of  age,  professed  of  three  vows  in  the  Society  of 
Jesus,  although  from  the  tender  years  of  his  life 
he  was  brought  up  in  the  system  of  the  Pro¬ 
testants  ;  but,  when  grown  up,  he  directed  his  life 
I  after  a  better  plan,  by  the  guidance  of  God.  For 
his  youth  having  been  sufficiently  cultivated  by 
classical  literature,  whilst  he  was  applying  himself 
to  his  studies  in  jurisprudence  and  the  laws  of  his 
country,  he  perceived  his  mind  to  be  more  and 
more  agitated  day  after  day  by  new  doubts  arising 
on  the  subject  of  religion.  In  order  to  satisfy 
himself,  and  manage  a  matter  of  such  moment 
sincerely  and  seriously,  he  betook  himself  to  Bel¬ 
gium;  where,  having  naturally  considered  the  rea¬ 
sons,  and  having  received  from  heaven  the  light  of 
faith,  he  came  over  to  the  Catholic  religion ;  being 
likely  to  be  more  firm  therein,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
most  carefully  considered  all  the  arguments, placing 
before  his  eyes  the  truth  and  the  salvation  of  his 
soul,  and  nothing  else.  And  indeed  it  pleased  God 
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to  make  trial  of  his  firmness  without  delay ;  for 
immediately  on  his  return  to  his  native  country 
that  impious  oath  was  proposed  to  him  whereby 
the  faith  of  Catholics  is  tested;  and  on  his  refusing 
it,  as  became  him  to  do,  he  was  first  punished 
with  imprisonment  and  then  exile. 

Having  been  driven  into  exile,  he  went  to  Rome, 
where,  in  the  Papal  college  of  his  nation,  he  both 
applied  himself  laudably  to  the  more  serious  studies 
of  philosophy  and  theology,  and  also  made  singular 
progress  in  piety  towards  God,  in  obedience  to  his 
superiors,  in  love  towards  his  companions,  in  de¬ 
sire  of  peace  and  fraternal  concord,  and  all  other 
kinds  of  virtues.  And  now  also  having  been  law¬ 
fully  admitted  into  holy  orders,  and  well  furnished 
with  all  the  equipment  necessary  for  fighting  the 
battles  of  the  Lord,  he  returned  a  second  time  to 
his  country,  again  to  meet  with  imprisonment  as 
his  welcome.  Por  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  the  chief 
town  of  Northumberland,  at  his  entrance  into  the 
island,  he  was  taken,  examined,  and  on  account  of 
the  profession  of  his  faith  committed  to  prison, 
and  there  suffered  with  the  utmost  patience  the 
most  grievous  inconveniences  for  three  years 
longer;  and  during  them  had  such  weak  health 
that,  with  his  body  exhausted  and  much  emaciated, 
he  bore  death  in  his  face  no  less  than  in  his  name 
(the  word  Mors  in  Latin  signifying  death) .  On 
his  departure  from  Rome  for  England  he  had 
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obtained  from  our  Right  Reverend  Rather  Mutio 
Vitelleschi,  then  General  of  the  Society,  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  being  enrolled  as  a  member ;  and,  behold, 
be  now  bad  this  as  a  noble  probation  of  bis  fervour 
as  a  novice,  as  an  arena  for  the  probation  of  his 
virtue,  as  a  gymnasium  of  his  patience,  as  a  very 
appropriate  school  of  religious  and  recondite  phi¬ 
losophy.  Nor  was  a  master  wanting ;  for  another 
priest  of  the  society  had  been  taken  with  him, 
and  confined  in  the  same  prison, — a  man  well 
practised  in  this  kind  of  discipline,  to  whom  he 
looked  as  his  leader,  and  as  an  interpreter  of 
heavenly  things.  Besides  which,  that  chief  in¬ 
structor  of  the  minds  of  men,  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
more  this  retired  place  was  separated  from  light 
and  the  noise  of  the  world,  so  much  the  more 
familiarly  infused  Himself  into  his  breast,  and 
having  obtained  a  docile  hearer  of  His  secret 
voice,  more  fully  instructed  his  mind.  Thus  his 
daily  business,  his  only  care,  was  to  apply  himself 
to  securing  his  own  salvation  and  perfection,  and 
to  exert  himself  on  behalf  of  that  of  others;  in 
which  pursuits  what  we  have  heard  to  have  been 
the  case  is  worthy  of  being  remembered,  that  all 
this  time  of  his  being  in  prison,  scarcely  one  male¬ 
factor  departed  this  life  whom  he  had  not  first 
by  his  exertions  brought  back  to  the  Catholic 
Church. 

At  length,  having  been  permitted  to  exchange 
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his  prison,  for  exile,  he  set  sail  for  Flanders,  where 
he  spent  some  time  in  our  house  at  Watten, 
setting  an  excellent  example  to  his  fellow-novices. 
Afterwards,  having  been  sent  to  the  English 
soldiers,  who  were  then  in  winter- quarters  in 
various  towns,  whilst  to  some  he  was  explaining 
controversial  difficulties,  to  others  illustrating  the 
articles  of  faith,  benefiting  the  souls  of  others  by 
the  sacraments,  and  urging  himself  to  all  sorts 
of  industry,  so  as  to  be  able  to  be  near  to  all, 
and  to  do  good  to  them  by  the  watching  and 
labours  which  he  undertook,  which  were  beyond 
his  strength ;  he  felt  his  health  again  seriously 
shaken,  and  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  being 
carried  off  by  a  dangerous  illness.  But  by  the 
remarkable  care  and  charity  of  the  Flemish 
fathers  of  the  college  of  Cassel,  where  he  was 
lying  ill,  having  been  recovered  from  death's 
door,  he  most  gratefully  acknowledged  that  to 
them  chiefly,  after  God,  he  owed  the  remainder 
of  his  life ;  and,  on  his  restoration  to  health  and 
to  his  friends,  first  at  Watten  and  then  at  Liege 
he  performed  ministerial  duties  with  much  care 
and  vigilance,  with  great  zeal  for  the  discipline  of 
the  house,  and  at  the  same  time  with  a  great  love 
of  serving  individuals  as  far  as  was  allowable. 
For  he  seems  to  have  laid  it  down  as  a  perpetual 
rule  not  to  be  less  accurate  in  observing  himself 
the  decisions  of  our  statutes  and  the  commands 
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of  superiors,  than  in  enforcing  their  observance 
by  others  j  and  never  to  have  departed  a  finger"’ s 
breadth,  either  through  favour  or  fear,  from  the 
requirements  of  obedience  and  from  rectitude  of 
■conscience. 

Meanwhile,  his  soul  burned  with  a  zeal  for  the 
salvation  of  others  which  could  not  he  satisfied 
within  the  walls  of  a  single  college.  And,  there¬ 
fore,  when  the  lot  fell  to  him  of  being  sent  to  a 
more  abundant  harvest  of  souls  in  England,  he 
received  it  willingly,  not  to  say  eagerly. 

How  active  he  was  in  getting  in  this  harvest, 
how  many  noble  actions  he  performed,  what 
troubles  he  underwent,  and  how  boldly  he  under¬ 
went  them,  it  would  be  too  long  to  enter  into, 
besides  being  foreign  to  my  purpose ;  for  it  is  not 
now  my  intention  to  write  of  everything  which 
he  did,  but  to  place  before  the  eyes  of  my  readers 
especially  the  last  action  of  Father  Morse’s  life, 
and  those  facts  which  throw  light  on  the  subject, 
in  a  simple  narrative.  Yet  since  in  the  years  1636 
and  1637,  when  the  dreadful  plague  was  raging  in 
London,  Father  Morse  not  only  laboured,  but  with 
prompt  and  cheerful  courage  risked  his  life,  for 
the  consolation  of  poor  Catholics,  and  for  the  aid 
of  some  of  those  infected  ;  this  would  be,  I 
think,  a  proper  place  for  detailing  what  great 
proofs  he  then  showed  of  his  Christian  and  reli¬ 
gious  virtue,  what  labours  he  undertook,  what 
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inconveniences  lie  suffered ;  to  liow  many  he 
opened  the  entrance  to  everlasting  happiness. 
But  I  must  acknowledge  that  I  have  not  at  hand 
the  notes  which  were  taken  at  the  time  of  the 
great  labour  and  services  performed  hy  this  Father 
in  the  promotion  of  the  salvation  of  others.  He, 
whilst  toiling  fearlessly  for  others  suffering  with 
the  plague,  ^having  caught  the  infection,  would 
doubtless  have  died  himself,  had  not  Mr.  Turner, 
a  man  as  exemplary  for  heroic  charity  as  skilled 
in  medical  science,  by  dressing  the  foul  ulcer  with 
his  own  hand,  rescued  him  from  the  danger  in 
which  he  was. 

Hardly,  however,  had  he  escaped  this  peril, 
when  he  fell  into  one  as  serious ;  for  scarcely  had 
he,  by  the  aid  of  the  above-mentioned  physician, 
recovered  from  the  disease,  when,  having  returned 
with  greater  spirit  than  ever  to  his  former  offices 
of  charity,  on  March  9th  he  was  taken  hy  the 
unjust  pursuivants,  treated  with  insult  and  con¬ 
tumely,  carried  off  to  prison  and  brought  to  trial, 
when  a  twofold  indictment  against  him  was  read. 
The  first  count  was,  “  That  he  had  been  made  a 
priest  by  authority  derived  from  the  See  of 
Rome;”  the  second,  “That  he  had  seduced  the 
king’s  majesty’s  subjects,  by  persuading  them  to 
adopt  the  faith  and  religion  of  Rome.”  These, 
then,  are  the  two  heinous  crimes  for  which  both  he, 
and  so  many  Ira^e  combatants  of  Christ  before 
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him,  lost  their  lives  in  this  unhappy  country  of  ours, 
now  attacked  by  all  sorts  of  evil,  and  by  heresy, 
the  greatest  evil  of  all.  Although  the  Father  was 
then  so  far  vindicated  with  regard  to  the  second 
charge  (that  of  having  made  converts)  even  by 
the  opinions  of  the  judges,  that  they  declared 
him  innocent  in  this  matter,  inasmuch  as  they 
said  he  had  not  done  it  with  an  evil  intent,  nor 
with  the  design  of  withdrawing  his  majesty’s 
subjects  from  their  lawful  obedience  and  fidelity; 
yet  the  first  charge,  relative  to  his  priesthood, 
they  pressed  vehemently,  and  endeavoured  to 
extract  some  admission  from  him,  whereby  they 
might  prove  him  guilty  from  his  own  confession. 
But  he,  prudently,  neither  affirmed  nor  denied  it, 
hut  said  only  that  he  was  unworthy  of  so  sacred 
and  dignified  an  office,  leaving  all  the  proof  of  the 
fact  to  the  testimony  of  his  adversaries ;  and 
although  this  was  insufficient,  yet  the  jury  (who, 
as  I  have  said  before,  in  our  country  determine 
concerning  the  facts  of  the  charge,  but  not  con¬ 
cerning  the  punishment  to  he  inflicted),  being 
influenced  by  this  testimony  in  bringing  in  their 
verdict,  found  Father  Morse  guilty  on  the  indict¬ 
ment.  And  no  doubt  he  would  have  at  once 
been  condemned  as  usual,  but  for  the  interces¬ 
sion  of  her  most  gracious  majesty  (from  whose 
munificence  he  had  received  various  supplies 
for  the  unfortunate,  and  various  alms  whilst  he 
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was  attending  to  tliose  infected  by  tbe  plague),  by 
whose  intervention,  and  by  whose  complaints  of 
the  hardness  of  his  case,  the  king  was  so  affected 
that  he  ordered  sentence  of  condemnation  not 
to  be  passed.  This  happened  May  4,  1637,  on 
which  day  he  was  brought  back  to  prison,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  sentence,  but  was  soon  liberated, 
as  some  noble  Catholics  were  found  who  willingly 
offered  themselves  as  securities  for  him,  and  were 
bound  for  his  appearance  on  any  day  when  he 
might  be  summoned,  in  a  sum  of  ten  thousand 
florins.  The  Father,  as  was  suitable,  thanked 
them  cordially  for  such  kindness,  and  always 
used  his  liberty  with  such  caution  that  he  did  not 
cause  them  any  loss.  But  that  he  might  free  his 
kind  sureties  from  all  obligation  to  this  bond  for 
ever,  he  voluntarily  went  into  exile,  in  compliance 
with  the  royal  proclamation,  wherein,  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  present  parliament,  all  Popish  priests 
were  strictly  ordered  to  leave  the  realm  before 
April  7,  1641,  or  to  be  liable  to  suffer  the  severest 
penalties  of  the  laws,  and  capital  punishment. 

He  departed  then,  not  through  fear  of  punish¬ 
ment,  which  he  would  have  even  courted  for  the 
sake  of  Christ,  but  induced  by  the  cause  which  I 
mentioned,  and  other  reasons  agreeable  to  piety. 
He  returned  into  Belgium,  where  he  laboured 
with  much  diligence  and  profit  in  the  mission  of 
the  camp,  for  the  spiritual  benefit  of  the  English 
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regiment,  then,  commanded  by  Colonel  Henry 
Gage,  who,  when  he  had  returned  in  the  next 
year  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  his  country,  and 
had  been  appointed  to  the  government  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Oxford  with  full  powers,  being 
carried  off  by  a  premature  death,  was  much 
lamented,  all  confessing  that  both  the  royal 
cause  and  the  state  of  the  Catholics  had  suffered 
a  great  loss  by  the  death  of  such  a  commander. 
This  officer  was  in  a  short  time  so  pleased  with 
Father  Morse  and  his  conduct  that  he,  a  man  not 
more  eminent  for  his  military  skill  than  for 
general  excellence  of  conduct,  called  him  gene¬ 
rally  the  Holy  Father.  But  this  holiness  was  to 
be  again  exhibited  in  a  greater  theatre,  and  to  be 
brought  from  the  narrow  bounds  of  the  camp  of 
one  regiment  to  the  wider  space  of  an  extensive 
country. 

So  when  he  wished  for  nothing  more  ardently 
than  that  he  might  be  again  permitted  to  return 
to  his  country,  and  when  he  had  already  earnestly 
begged  of  his  superiors  to  be  allowed  to  do  so, 
at  last  they  thought  it  right  to  gratify  his  holy 
zeal  and  vehement  desire  of  so  pious  an  under¬ 
taking;  and  he  was  ordered  at  Ghent,  in  the 
year  1643,  to  prepare  to  return  once  more  into 
England.  At  this  he  exulted  joyfully,  and  knelt 
down  and  gave  thanks  to  God  and  to  his  superiors 
for  such  desirable  tidings ;  nor  could  he  restrain 
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himself  from  going  to  the  rooms  of  the  Fathers 
immediately  and  making  several  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  house  acquainted  noth  his  happiness,  for  he 
had  conceived  a  good  and  almost  certain  hope  that 
he  was  returning  to  a  happy  death.  And  when  he 
was  bidding  each  of  his  particular  friends  farewell, 
he  pledged  himself  by  a  serious  promise  that  he 
would  remember  them  when  he  came  to  the 
gallows  to  be  executed.  Full,  then,  of  this 
courage  and  confidence,  he  returned  to  the 
northern  parts  of  this  island,  there  for  the 
future,  though  in  the  midst  of  the  din  of  arms, 
to  undertake  any  kind  of  labour,  as  long  as  God 
pleased,  for  the  salvation  of  souls.  But  what 
more  shall  I  say?  Now  the  accumulated  merits 
of  this  priest  demanded  their  reward,  and  it  was 
now  full  time  that  the  virtue  ripe  for  heaven,  and 
the  sweet  fruits  of  charity  fit  for  celestial  ban¬ 
quets,  should  be  gathered  in.  When,  then,  for  a 
year  and  a  half,  or  more,  he  had  set  a  good 
example  by  acting  as  an  industrious  and  useful 
labourer,  he  fell  at  last  into  the  power  of  the 
enemy,  although  not  sought  for. 

For  when  they  had  devoured  in  expectation 
some  other  prey,  having  been  disappointed  of  their 
hope,  they  laid  their  hands  on  him ;  and  as  the 
Father  was  going  through  the  borders  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  perhaps  to  the  same  house,  to  bring  aid  to 
some  sick  person,  they  seized  him  on  suspicion  of 
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being  a  priest,  and  conducted  him  to  the  prison  in 
Durham,  where  further  inquiries  might  be  made 
about  him.  He  was  going,  then,  to  Durham, 
escorted  by  a  guard ;  and  they  had  now  gone  the 
greater  part  of  the  way,  when,  being  obliged  to 
stop  at  sunset,  he  was  led  away  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  house  of  the  constable,  to  be  detained 
there  that  night.  Now  the  constable  is  an  officer 
who  in  almost  every  village,  as  a  public  guardian 
and  preserver  of  the  peace,  has  the  authority  over 
the  inhabitants,  under  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
county.  He  was  then  away  from  home;  but 
when  his  wife  heard  who  the  prisoner  was  who 
was  intrusted  to  her,  she  received  him  with 
much  humanity  and  kindness,  brought  him  into 
a  more  convenient  room,  lighted  a  fire,  brought 
him  up  some  supper  herself,  although  he  had  not 
yet  entered  into  any  conversation  whereby  he 
might  betray  himself  to  any  one.  Then,  having 
designedly  got  rid  of  her  servants  and  children,  one 
after  another,  and  having  been  left  alone  with  him, 
she  confessed  at  once,  as  was  the  case,  that  she 
was  a  Catholic,  and  begged  of  him  again  and 
a  Rain  not  to  hesitate  to  tell  her  whether  he  was  a 
priest  or  not;  for  that,  if  he  were,  she  would 
dismiss  him  at  once  before  her  husband’s  return. 
The  Father,  when  he  had  satisfied  himself  of  her 
sincerity,  told  her  the  secret ;  but  said  that  he 
would  not  escape  from  the  house,  as  he  saw  it 
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would  be  dangerous  to  his  hostess.  But  she,  on 
the  other  hand,  with  courage  beyond  that  of  her 
sex,  said  that  she  did  not  care  about  the  danger; 
nay,  that  she  would  rather  peril  her  fortune,  her 
life,  all  that  she  had,  than  betray  an  innocent 
man  and  a  priest  to  the  enemies  of  the  faith. 
She  then  urged  him  to  take  a  little  food,  and  to 
hasten  his  flight  at  once  and  provide  for  himself, 
but  to  feel  no  more  fear  and  anxiety  on  her 
behalf;  in  short,  though  he  resisted  for  a  long 
time,  at  last  he  suffered  himself  to  he  over¬ 
come,  and  yielded  to  the  woman’s  firmness  and 
piety.  Then,  having  prayed  God  bountifully  to 
recompense  her  for  so  great  and  unexpected  a 
kindness,  when  he  had  by  her  help  also  taken 
care  that  some  Catholics,  who  were  known  to 
him,  should  be  fetched  from  the  city  to  a  place 
which  he  had  appointed,  and  having  secretly  been 
conducted  out  of  the  house,  he  came  by  round¬ 
about  ways  to  the  place  agreed  on,  and  by  their 
guidance  travelled  about  forty  miles  that  night, 
and  lay  safe  in  hiding  in  that  corner  of  the 
kingdom  for  five  or  six  weeks. 

Afterwards,  however,  he  determined  to  come  out 
of  his  hiding-place,  and  to  remove  elsewhere.  He 
engaged  the  services  of  a  man  who  was  quite  trust¬ 
worthy,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  roads,  and 
by  his  guidance  was  not  now  more  distant  than  a 
mile  or  two  from  the  house  whither  he  intended 
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to  go,  wlien  a  remarkable  circumstance  cut  off  all 
hopes  of  success.  His  guide  (I  do  not  decide 
whether  from  accident  or  a  divine  interposition) 
had  so  far  wandered  from  the  road,  whereby  he 
had  frequently  gone  thither,  that,  having  quite 
forgotten  the  locality,  when  at  last  he  came  back 
into  the  road  he  could  not  tell  which  way  to  turn. 
So  he  had  no  resource  left  but  to  turn  off  to  a 
cottage,  which  he  saw  near  by  to  ask  his  way,  and 
Father  Morse  went  with  him,  as  he  had  been  ac¬ 
customed  to  do ;  when  they  met  with  a  man  at 
the  door,  who,  it  seemed  designedly,  went  to  meet 
them ;  who,  turning  to  Father  Morse,  asked  whe¬ 
ther  he  was  not  the  man  who,  as  he  was  being 
taken  as  a  prisoner  to  Durham,  had  escaped  from 
the  custody  of  the  soldiers  ?  As  the  Father,  taken 
by  surprise,  was  unwilling  to  deny  it,  he  was 
seized,  bound,  and  taken  off  to  prison,  and  soon 
sent  to  London.  The  time  indeed  had  arrived, 
when  the  Supreme  Umpire  determined  to  bring 
forward  into  the  arena  for  the  trial  and  triumph 
of  his  fortitude  this  noble  combatant  of  His, 
trained  by  so  many  previous  trials,  hardened  by 
so  many  perils,  instructed  by  so  many  conflicts; 
otherwise  so  ingenious  a  method  of  escape  would 
never  have  been  a  failure. 

When  therefore  he  had  spent  several  weeks  in 
a  stinking  and  dirty  prison  at  Durham,  he  was 
taken  first  to  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  thence 
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by  sea  to  London ;  in  which  voyage  he  was  tossed 
about  in  a  great  storm  and  saw  another  ship  go 
down  before  his  eyes,  and  also  met  with  sailors 
who  conducted  themselves  towards  him  much  in 
the  same  way  that  the  holy  martyr  Ignatius  (on 
whose  anniversary  he  suffered)  tells  us  that  his 
guards  treated  him  on  his  journey  to  Rome:  “The 
better  you  treat  them,  the  worse  they  are.”  Now 
in  the  course  of  the  voyage  they  had  gone  into  the 
harbour  at  Great  Yarmouth,  about  twenty  miles 
distant  from  Norwich,  the  capital  of  Norfolk; 
when,  immediately  on  this  being  known,  the  bro¬ 
ther  of  Father  Morse  came  up,  a  rich  man  in  that 
city,  and  much  esteemed  and  of  great  influence 
among  the  lawyers.  And  although  he  in  those 
evil  times  adhered  to  the  Protestant  sect,  yet  he 
felt  such  affection  for  his  brother  Henry,  of  whom 
we  are  now  speaking,  that  he  was  much  grieved 
at  this  misfortune,  and  determined  to  spare  no 
trouble  or  expense  in  procuring  his  liberty.  When, 
therefore,  he  had  relieved  his  present  necessities, 
and  had  given  him  a  plentiful  supply  of  money  for 
future  use  (which  the  Father  afterwards,  with  his 
usual  singular  compassion  towards  the  poor,  with 
no  less  liberality  bestowed  in  alms),  both  set  off 
for  London,  one  by  sea,  as  he  had  begun,  the 
other  by  land.  Mr.  Morse  had  first,  however, 
bound  the  sailors  and  soldiers,  by  giving  them 
money,  to  treat  his  brother  with  more  humanity  : 
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they  promised,  indeed ;  but  whether  they  kept  their 
promise  I  do  not  know.  However;  when  they 
were  giving  up  their  prisoner  into  other  hands  at 
London;  and  were  asked  whom  they  had  brought 
and  what  they  had  brought  him  for;  they  are  re¬ 
ported  to  have  barbarously  answered:  “We  have 
done  our  part;  do  you  now  do  yours,  and  hang  the 
man,  if  you  like.” 

He  was  ordered,  therefore,  to  be  led  away  to 
the  prison  of  Newgate ;  but  on  his  way  thither, 
as  he  passed  by  the  house  of  the  Count  of 
Egmont,  who  was  then  staying  in  London,  he 
begged  his  guards  to  stop  a  short  time,  whilst  he 
paid  his  respects  to  the  count.  Permission  was 
given,  and  the  count  thought  it  an  honour  to 
have  received  such  a  guest  at  his  house.  And 
having  requested  the  guards  to  wait  a  little  while, 
he  led  the  Father  himself  into  his  own  private 
room,  and  when  he  had  served  him  at  mass  there, 
and  begged  his  blessing,  he  commended  various 
petitions  to  his  holy  prayers,  which  Lather  Morse 
promised  not  to  forget.  Afterwards  he  was 
allowed  to  visit  some  other  persons,  the  count 
answering  for  him,  and  giving  his  word,  and 
making  the  guards  safe  from  punishment.  And 
when,  after  some  hours,  the  Lather  had  faithfully 
surrendered  himself  to  the  guards,  he  was  led  to 
Newgate,  as  had  been  ordered,  on  January  24; 
and  on  the  27th  was  placed  at  the  bar  ;  but 
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nothing  particular  was  done  then,  for  the  judge 
dismissed  the  prisoners  and  prorogued  the  ses¬ 
sions. 

Meanwhile  Mr.  Morse  had  hastened  to  town, 
and  was  leaving  no  means  untried,  either  by  the 
assistance  of  friends  or  by  offering  money,  to 
procure  his  brother’s  liberty,  for  which  he  even 
offered  three  thousand  florins ;  but  the  death 
of  his  saint  was  too  precious  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord  to  admit  of  its  being  averted  by 
any  ransom.  He  urged  that  his  brother  might 
be  punished  with  exile  only  ;  promising  that 
he  would  bind  himself  by  a  deed  to  pay  twenty 
thousand  florins  if  he  should  ever  return  to 
England.  When  the  Father  heard  this,  though 
nothing  could  have  happened  more  contrary  to 
his  wishes,  yet  that  he  might  not  govern  himself 
according  to  his  own  will,  but  now,  as  he  always 
had  done,  might  do  everything  according  to  the 
rule  of  obedience,  he  wrote  concerning  that 
matter  to  his  superior,  in  this  language  :  “  I 
wish  to  know  the  opinion  of  your  reverence, 
whether  I  am  to  suffer  so  much  industry  to  be 
displayed  on  my  behalf,  and  such  extraordinary 
pains  to  be  taken,  and  an  evil  example  to  be 
thereby  shown?  Or  shall  I  rather  intrust  all 
things  to  the  holy  Providence  of  God,  and  to  the 
usual  course  of  things  ?  I,  for  my  own  part,  desire 
to  be  dissolved.  But,  if  I  am  necessary  to  the 
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course  of  things  soon  put  an  end  to  all  these 
doubts;  for  the  day  after  he  had  written  this, 
January  30,  he  was  again  placed  at  the  bar,  and 
his  indictment  read,  which  was  to  the  following 
effect :  “  That  he,  Henry  Morse,  convicted  some 
years  ago  of  being  a  priest,  and  having  left  the 
kingdom,  had  returned  to  it.55  He  answered 
that  he  had  indeed  been  before  convicted  of  being 
a  priest,  but,  as  he  thought,  by  weak  arguments, 
and  on  insufficient  testimony.  “  What  then,55 
say  they,  “are  you  not  a  priest?  Do  you  not 
think  we  ought  to  stand  by  your  former  convic¬ 
tion?55  “  I,55  said  he,  “state  nothing  about 
mvself;  I  leave  all  this  to  the  court.55  Thus  the 
business  was  soon  finished  according  to  his 
former  conviction ;  he  was  formally  condemned  as 
guilty  of  priesthood  (which  is  treasonable  in 
England),  and  so,  being  sentenced  to  be  executed 
the  next  day  but  one  in  the  manner  appointed 
for  traitors,  he  was  sent  back  to  prison,  all  his 
brother’s  efforts  being  in  vain. 

I  do  not  know  whether  I  ought  not  rather  to 
call  this  prison  of  his  a  market,  as  persons  of 
both  sexes  and  of  all  ranks  flocked  together  to 
obtain,  at  imminent  peril  to  themselves,  either  a 
look  at  the  holy  man,  or  his  acceptable  prayers, 
or  some  word  of  consolation,  or  any  trifling  token 
of  remembrance  of  him.  But  especially  the  day 
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before  he  suffered  it  was  wonderful  and  remark¬ 
able  how,  despising  the  danger  which  impended, 
from  the  first  to  the  last  hour  of  the  day  hun¬ 
dreds  and  hundreds  came  together  to  congratulate 
the  blessed  wrestler  of  Christ  on  his  approaching 
happiness,  and  also  to  beg  his  aid,  when  he 
should  have  departed  to  heaven,  for  themselves 
and  their  afflicted  estate.  Several  heretics  also 
came  to  satisfy  themselves  by  asking  two  ques¬ 
tions  of  the  rather.  First,  “  whether  a  man  could 
obtain  salvation  by  Christ’s  merits  alone  without 
invoking  the  saints?”  Secondly,  “whether  he 
was  now  about  to  die  for  his  religion,  and  whether 
he  thought  that  he  would  be  damned  if  he  died 
out  of  the  Catholic  Church  ?  ”  For  it  can  hardly 
be  told  how  deeply  these  two  calumnies,  which 
they  lay  to  the  charge  of  the  Catholics,  are  im¬ 
pressed  in  the  minds  of  the  heretics;  viz.,  that 
there  is  not  enough  efficacy  in  the  passion  of 
Christ  alone,  without  the  help  of  the  saints ;  and 
that  no  one  of  us  can  be  found  to  lay  down  his 
life  willingly  for  his  religion  as  if  that  religion 
were  necessary  for  salvation.  The  Father,  there¬ 
fore,  answered  each  question  separately ;  and  to 
the  first,  that,  “  speaking  briefly,  a  man  could 
obtain  heaven  relying  on  the  merits  of  Christ  (as 
they  are  abundantly  sufficient  of  themselves,  and 
indeed  infinite),  even  though  perhaps  he  might 
not  actually  invoke  the  saints ;  that  he  believed, 
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however,  that  which  is  to  he  believed  and  which 
the  Church  teaches,  that  it  is  allowable  to  invoke 
the  saints,  and  that  that  custom  is  pious  and 
laudable  and  is  adopted  with  advantage.'”  As  to 
the  second  question,  that  “  he  met  death  entirely 
for  the  sake  of  the  Catholic  religion,  without  the 
pale  of  which  he  was  certain  and  confident  that 
no  one  could  be  saved.  That  especially  miracles 
of  daily  occurrence  testify  to  the  truth  of  the 
Roman  Church,  which  are  performed  in  it  even  at 
the  present  time,  and  nowhere  else.  There  the 
dead  may  be  seen  to  arise,  the  dumb  to  speak,  the 
blind  to  receive  their  sight,  devils  to  be  cast  out, 
and  other  supernatural  occurrences;  and  that  he 
would  most  readily  shed  his  blood  in  testimony 
to  this  truth.”  This  he  said  with  great  ardour  of 
soul,  and  a  steady  voice,  though  all  that  day  till 
the  evening  he  had  neither  refreshed  himself  with 
meat  or  drink. 

But  towards  the  night,  which  was  the  last  for 
him,  now  that  he  was  about  to  pass  into  ever¬ 
lasting  day,  there  came  to  him  great  numbers  of 
men  and  women,  noble  both  for  their  virtues  and 
birth,  and  entered  the  prison,  that  they  might 
receive  from  this  religious  priest  of  God  his  last 
salutary  advice,  and  be  present  early  in  the 
morning  at  his  last  Mass  before  his  bloody 
sacrifice,  which  was  so  soon  to  follow.  But  they 
were  not  allowed  to  enjoy  this  consolation  in 
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quiet  by  the  inhuman  and  impious  officers,  who 
at  midnight,  having  been  sent,  as  they  said,  by 
order  of  the  Parliament,  seized  many  of  them  and 
kept  them  in  the  same  prison,  till,  towards  the 
evening  of  the  next  day,  they  obtained  their 
liberty  by  a  payment  of  money.  And  this  mishap 
afflicted  them  not  more  than  it  did  the  Father, 
who  sympathized  tenderly  with  the  misfortunes 
of  others,  especially  when  endured  for  his  sake. 
Wherefore,  having  afterwards  especially  addressed 
them,  and  exhorted  them  to  a  great  trust  in  the 
divine  providence  and  goodness,  he  promised  that, 
since  he  had  been  able  to  do  nothing  for  them 
with  the  cruel  and  inexorable  officers,  although 
he  had  made  the  attempt  with  much  perseverance, 
he  would  be,  he  hoped,  a  better  intercessor  for 
them  with  the  gentle  and  powerful  will  of  God. 

Now  a  somewhat  freer  access  was  permitted  to 
strangers,  amongst  whom  the  foremost  in  venera¬ 
tion  for  the  holy  combatant  of  Christ  were  the 
ambassadors  of  the  Catholic  kings  and  princes, 
who,  that  the  profession  of  the  Catholic  name 
might  triumph  the  more  in  the  midst  of  heresy, 
treated  him  with  the  highest  honour  to  the  very 
last.  There  was  not  one  of  them,  I  think,  who 
did  not,  either  personally  or  through  one  of  his 
suite,  come  to  the  prison  to  beg  with  singular 
confidence  his  prayers  for  the  prosperity  of  his 
sovereign :  so  firm  a  persuasion  was  there  of  his 
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sanctity,  religion,  and  his  evident  ground  of  hope 
of  a  blessed  death.  And  the  ambassador  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  being  unable  to  come  himself, 
as  he  had  wished,  sent  persons  from  the  embassy 
to  perform  this  duty.  Nor  did  the  ambassador  of 
his  most  Christian  Majesty  act  with  less  kindness, 
having  sent  a  noble  emissary  to  the  Father  to 
inquire  whether  he  might  visit  him ;  and  if  so, 
when  he  could  do  so  most  conveniently.  And 
when  the  visit  of  a  certain  great  person  had  un¬ 
expectedly  prevented  his  paying  the  visit,  he  sent 
a  person  to  apologize  on  that  account  for  his 
absence.  The  Father  modestly  acknowledged  the 
attention,  and,  by  way  of  a  token  of  gratitude, 
sent  him  a  silver  crucifix  as  a  present,  and 
earnestly  entreated  him  to  continue  to  have  at 
heart  the  defence  of  the  Catholic  religion  in 
England,  and  to  defend  the  Catholics  in  these 
times  of  trouble.  The  emperor’s  ambassador 
being  absent,  the  secretary  of  legation  who  acted 
for  him,  having  paid  him  three  very  friendly 
visits  (the  last  only  an  hour  before  he  was  con¬ 
ducted  to  execution),  testified  with  great  admira¬ 
tion  that  he  had  always  found  him  cheerful  and 
like  himself.  “  Nay,”  said  he,  “  I  never  in  my 
life  have  seen  greater  firmness,  a  serener  counte¬ 
nance,  a  more  joyful  modesty,  a  more  benevolent 
affability :  he  seemed  as  if  he  were  going  to  a 
wedding.”  Moreover,  he  laudably  gratified  his 
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pious  desires  by  hearing  mass  there ;  and  having 
made  his  confession,  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
Father  the  sacred  Body  of  Christ.  Also  a  noble 
Portuguese  came  in  disguise,  with  his  wife,  on 
foot  through  the  rain  and  through  the  muddy 
streets. 

But  my  pen  is  lagging,  and  too  slowly  follows 
the  rapid  hours  of  that  last  night,  during  which 
Father  Morse  did  not  sleep,  but  paid  the  greatest 
attention  to  the  consolation  of  others,  by  satis¬ 
fying  all  without  intermission  by  counsels,  advice, 
and  answers  to  the  questions  put,  as  if  he  had  no¬ 
thing  else  to  do  but  to  attend  to  the  business  of 
each  individual.  Thus,  being  ready  to  himself  and 
to  God,  he  was  almost  able  to  do  more  than  he 
could.  It  was  about  four  o’clock,  and  getting  on 
towards  daybreak,  when  he  prepared  himself  with 
pious  feelings  of  the  mind  for  the  performance  of 
divine  service,  having  first,  as  usual,  recited  for  the 
conversion  of  England  the  Litany  of  Our  Lady 
of  Loretto  and  that  of  the  Saints.  The  mass  he 
offered  was  the  Votive  Mass  of  the  Most  Holy 
Trinity,  as  a  thanksgiving  for  the  ineffable 
happiness  of  meeting  death  in  Christ’s  cause. 
After  mass  and  some  conversation  with  his 
visitors,  he  thought  it  as  well,  as  his  eyes  were 
heavy  for  want  of  sleep,  to  devote  an  hour 
or  so  to  rest.  Having  arisen  at  the  expiry 
of  this  time,  and  recited  his  canonical  hours. 
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he  went  to  the  cells  of  all  the  prisoners,  and  bade 
them  farewell  so  smilingly,  and  with  such  sweet¬ 
ness  of  expression,  that  all  were  astonished  at  so 
great  magnanimity.  Then  he  returned  and  retired 
into  a  private  room,  lent  him  by  the  kindness  of 
a  friend,  in  company  with  another  priest  of  the 
Society  of  Jesus.  There  he  poured  forth  the 
whole  strength  of  his  mind  in  acts  of  the  most 
noble  virtues,  and  especially  of  the  most  ardent 
love  towards  Almighty  God,  and  remained  in  that 
ardour  till  the  fatal  messenger  informed  him  that 
the  last  struggle  was  at  hand,  and  summoned  him 
to  the  laurels  of  a  glorious  death.  But  when 
he  heard  this  news,  with  what  promptness  and 
alacrity  did  he  fall  down  on  his  knees,  raise  his 
hands  and  eyes  to  heaven,  and  give  the  highest 
thanks  to  God  eternal !  in  what  exquisite  language 
did  he  commemorate  His  infinite  mercies  shown 
to  him !  how  entirely  did  he  devote  himself  as  a 
victim  to  Him,  with  such  a  tone  of  voice  and 
expression  of  countenance,  as  to  produce  a  most 
lively  effect  on  those  present !  And  when  the 
other  reminded  him,  that  he  would  go  into  the 
wished-for  embrace  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  meet  the 
Virgin  Mother  of  God,  and  all  the  Saints,  who 
would  look  down  from  heaven  on  him  during  the 
combat,  he  answered  immediately :  “  Come,  O  my 
sweetest  Jesus,  that  I  being  bound  to  Thee  in  an 
indissoluble  union,  may  never  be  torn  away  by 
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any  force  in  time  or  in  eternity.  Come,  ye 
chains,  hurdles,  tortures,  butcheries  of  an  in¬ 
famous  death ;  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  my  Saviour, 
ye  are  most  pleasing  and  agreeable  to  me.” 

Having  said  this,  he  went  to  bid  his  last  fare¬ 
well  to  Father  Christopher  Ultan,  a  man  of  the 
order  of  S.  Francis,  eminent  both  for  virtue  and 
learning ;  whom,  by  some  means  or  other,  the 
heretics  had  violently  carried  off  from  Ireland, 
where  he  was  born,  and  having  treated  him  with 
the  greatest  indignity,  only  on  account  of  his 
religion,  had  at  last  imprisoned  him.  To  him,  I 
say,  the  Father  came  to  bid  farewell,  showing 
by  the  wonderful  serenity  of  his  countenance,  an 
extraordinary  contempt  for  death ;  and  looking 
most  affectionately  on  him,  and  closely  embracing 
him,  he  inspired  him  with  such  grace  and  so  un¬ 
usual  a  joy  of  heart,  and  with  such  an  ardent 
desire  of  martyrdom,  that  he  never  remembered 
to  have  felt  similarly  during  his  whole  life.  And 
Father  Ultan  used  often  in  after-life  to  mention 
this  with  teal’s  "of  joy,  and  to  burst  forth  with 
these  words  of  admiration  :  “  O  good  Jesus,  what 
a  countenance  that  was  l”  Moreover,  he  added 
this,  that  if  he  had  been  before  that  entangled  in 
the  erroneous  opinions  of  heresy,  or  had  been 
lying  sunk  in  the  darkness  of  heathen  supersti¬ 
tions,  that  look  alone,  so  abounding  in  celestial 
joy,  and  the  internal  sweetness  by  which  he  felt 
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himself  pervaded  at  that  last  embrace,  would 
have  been  reason  enough  for  holding  the  same 
faith  with  Father  Morse  ;  there  was  something  in 
it  so  superhuman,  and  beyond  what  savoured  of 
mortality ;  nor  was  it  any  brief  and  momentary 
influence,  but  one  stable  and  permanent,  and 
lasting  to  the  end  of  life. 

These  things  having  been  done  at  about  nine 
in  the  morning,  the  minister  of  justice,  the  Sheriff 
of  London,  with  his  own  hands  brought  the 
captive  from  prison  with  considerable  humanity ; 
causing  a  hurdle,  with  straw  laid  over  it  for  his 
greater  comfort,  to  be  placed  on  the  sledge, 
which  was  drawn  by  four  horses,  and  so  ordered 
him  to  be  conveyed  through  the  town  to  the 
gallows  at  Tyburn.  They  had  not  yet  come  to 
the  place  of  execution,  when  the  ambassador 
of  the  king  of  France  came  after  the  Father 
in  his  carriage,  and  reverently  with  humility 
begged  his  blessing,  and  saluted  him  in  pre¬ 
sence  of  the  multitude.  When  they  arrived  at 
Tyburn,  the  sheriff  again,  with  unusual  humanity, 
ordered  the  people  to  stand  off,  so  that  no  one 
might  venture  to  come  between  the  Father  and 
the  ambassador.  He  then  sent  to  the  ambassador 
to  say  that,  if  the  place  were  inconvenient,  he 
might  come  nearer  with  his  suite,  and  have  an 
opportunity  of  conversing  nearer.  The  ambassador 
immediately  descended  from  his  carriage,  and 
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coming  on  foot  to  the  sledge,  earnestly  com¬ 
mended  the  common  peace  of  the  Christian 
world,  the  kingdom  of  France,  the  king  and 
queen,  to  the  Father,  who  humbly  promised 
that  he  would  carefully  and  faithfully  remember 
all  these  subjects  ;  and  that  he  might  leave 
some  testimonial  of  his  remembrance  of  so  much 
affection  and  of  this  last  attention,  he  gave  him 
the  handkerchief  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
and  to  his  noble  suite  some  small  coins  bent  with 
his  teeth.  And  when  he  saw  Count  Egmont  not 
far  off  in  the  carriage,  he  said  to  him  in  Latin, — 
“  Most  illustrious  lord,  I  will  remember  my 
promise,  and  will  not  be  ungrateful  before  God 
for  the  benevolence  and  charity  shown  to  me  by 
your  lordship.”  Count  Egmont  answered,  also  in 
Latin,  that  he  rejoiced  greatly  at  so  great  and 
manifest  glorification  of  God  in  His  servant,  and 
that  he  heartily  congratulated  him  on  so  happy 
and  desirable  a  lot.  And  when  he  had  proceeded 
further  in  the  same  strain  to  the  good  example  of 
those  present,  he  •and  the  ambassador  bade  him 
farewell  affectionately,  and  looked  on  for  the  rest 
of  the  time  in  silence. 

It  is  the  custom  in  England  for  persons  con- 
demnecjf  to  death,  to  ascend  a  cart  placed  under 
a  gallows,  a  rope  is  then  placed  round  their 
necks,  and,  the  cart  being  driven  away,  they 
remain  hanging.  When  the  noble  combatant 
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for  Christ  had  so  ascended  the  cart,  and  the 
hangman  had  put  the  rope  round  his  neck,  per¬ 
mission  was  granted  him  to  speak  by  the  sheriffs 
indulgence,  but  on  condition  that  he  should  not 
attack  the  king  or  the  parliament,  or  the  laws 
and  administration  of  the  kingdom.  Therefore, 
he  thus  began  to  speak  boldly  and  with  a  distinct 
voice  :  “  I  am  come  hither,  if  you  do  not  know' 
the  reason,  to  die  for  the  sake  of  religion, — that 
religion  which  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
professes,  which  was  founded  by  Christ,  esta¬ 
blished  by  the  Apostles,  and  has  been  propagated 
through  all  ages  since  up  to  the  present  day  by 
a  visible  hierarchy,  based  on  the  testimony  of 
the  Scriptures,  supported  by  the  authority  of 
fathers  and  councils,  without  which  indeed  there 
can  be  no  hope  of  safety.”  “  Say  nothing, 
I  beg,  Mr.  Morse,”  interrupted  the  sheriff,  “  of 
that  kind,  which  may  offend  the  people ;  but 
rather,  if  you  know  any  treason  to  the  King  or 
Parliament,  now  that  you  are  at  the  point  of 
death,  declare  it.”  “  Well,”  Said  the  Rather, 
“  listen  :  It  came  to  pass  that,  whilst  I  was 
attached  to  the  Protestant  party  in  this  city  of 
London,  and  studying  law  in  one  of  the  Inns  of 
Court,  that  I  was  agitated  by  scruples  concern¬ 
ing  religion.  I  passed  over  into  Belgium,  and 
having  learnt  thoroughly  the  certain  truth  of  the 
Catholic  faith,  threw  off  my  former  errors,  deter- 
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mined  to  follow  fox'  the  future  the  Roman  Church, 
the  mistress  of  all  churches.  Not  long  after  that, 
having  returned  into  England,  when  I  refused  the 
Oath  of  Supremacy  which  was  tendered  to  me,  I 
was  thrown  into  prison,  and  after  that,  though 
not  yet  a  priest,  was  condemned  to  exile.  I 
betook  myself  to  Rome,  and  spent  seven  years 
in  a  course  of  study.  Afterwards,  impelled  by  a 
zeal  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  I  returned  to  my 
country ;  where,  among  other  services  to  my 
neighbours,  during  the  time  of  the  plague,  which 
raged  some  years  ago,  I  willingly  and  gladly 
devoted  myself  to  aiding  poor  Catholics  and 
others  infected  with  the  plague;  nor,  I  hope,  did 
I  leave  anything  undone  which  might  conduce  to 
their  spiritual  consolation.”  “  You  ought  not  to 
glory  in  deeds  of  that  kind,”  said  the  sheriff  and 
a  Calvinistic  minister  who  stood  by  him,  with  a 
grave  face.  “  Indeed,”  replied  the  Father,  “  I 
will  gladly  glory  in  my  infirmities ;  for  I  ascribe 
all  to  God  and  His  glory,  who  has  deigned  to  use 
my  exertions  in  so  pious  a  ministry,  and  who  to¬ 
day  grants  me  the  privilege  of  sealing  with  my 
blood  the  profession  of  the  Catholic  religion, 
which  I  have  asked  from  the  Divine  Majesty  for 
the  last  thirty  years.”  “  You  have  now,”  said  the 
sheriff  and  minister,  “that  which  you  have  wished 
for.”  “Just  so,”  said  the  Father;  “and  on  that 
account  I  give  the  highest  praises  to  God  immortal. 
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and  pray  that  my  death  may  to  some  extent  make 
satisfaction  for  the  sins  of  this  kingdom.  Indeed, 
if  I  had  as  many  lives  as  there  are  sands  upon 
the  sea-shore,  I  would  most  gladly  lay  them  all 
down  to  this  end,  and  as  a  testimony  to  the  truth 
of  the  Catholic  faith,  which  faith  surely  alone 
is  true,  alone  certain”  (and  here,  inflamed  with 
ardent  zeal,  he  would  not  suffer  himself  to  be 
interrupted),  “alone  has  been  confirmed  by  con¬ 
tinual  miracles.  What  do  you  say,  Mr.  Sheriff? 
if  you  should  see  the  dead  return  to  life,  would 
you  not  believe  ?  Tell  me,  pray,  would  you  not 
assert  that  to  be  the  true  church,  where  such 
things  are  done  ?  Thy  testimonies,  O  Lord,  are 
exceedingly  credible.  But  because  I  have  been 
asked  whether  I  know  of  any  conspiracy  against 
the  King  or  the  Parliament,  I  beg  you,  Mr.  Sheriff, 
to  listen  attentively  to  the  important  information 
I  have  to  give  you  ;  for  I  will  speak  sincerely 
as  in  the  presence  of  God.  I  never  knew  of  any 
treason  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life,  and  was 
never  a  partaker  in  any  such  schemes.  But  of 
one  thing  I  am  certain,  that  the  cause  of  all  these 
disturbances  and  calamities  in  England  is  heresy 
and  the  overflowing  of  so  many  sects.  As  long 
as  these,  like  poison,  creep  into  the  bowels  of  this 
kingdom,  you  will  in  vain  hope  for  quiet,  peace, 
and  any  remedy  for  your  evils.” 

Here  the  sheriff  would  not  allow  him  to  pro- 
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ceed  further,  and  recommended  him  to  pray  and 
to  prepare  himself  for  death.  “  I  will  follow  your 
recommendation/5  said  the  Father,  “and  will  pre¬ 
pare  myself  for  my  departure  from  this  life  to  the 
best  of  my  ability;  which,  indeed,  I  have  been 
doing  for  the  last  thirty  years,  since  my  reception 
into  the  Catholic  Church.55 

Then  he  collected  his  thoughts  for  a  minute  or 
two,  and  raising  his  eyes  and  hands  to  heaven 
thus  prayed  with  a  distinct  voice :  “  O  Eternal 
God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  I  most  hum¬ 
bly  ash  pardon  for  all  my  offences  ;  for  I  confess 
myself  to  be  a  great  sinner,  in  that  I  have  much 
offended  Thy  divine  goodness  by  my  human  frailty, 
especially  by  hastiness  of  temper,  and  want  of 
pious  attention  in  my  prayers.  I  repent  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  and  as  I  pardon  all  those 
who  have  ever  injured  me,  and  especially  those 
who  now  stain  their  hands  with  my  blood,  so  I 
humbly  ask  pardon  of  all  to  whom  I  have  in  any 
way  given  offence.55  And  when  he  had  prayed 
somewhat  more  to  this  purpose,  he  interceded  by 
name  for  Germany,  Spain,  France,  and  the  other 
kingdoms  of  the  Christian  world,  but  especially  for 
England,  his  most  dearly  beloved  country,  now 
oppressed  by  the  weight  of  so  many  miseries ;  for 
all  which  objects  he  said  that  he  offered  his  life 
now  to  God  eternal,  and  that  he  would  offer  his 
prayers  in  heaven.  He  then  asked  for  a  night-cap, 
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to  cover  his  eyes  with,  according  to  custom.  But 
when  he  could  not  find  his  own,  a  nobleman  of  the 
suite  of  the  Count  Egmont  offered  his  own  in  the 
mean  time ;  giving  also  a  shilling  to  the  hangman 
that  he  might  receive  the  cap  back  again  after  the 
Father’s  death,  which  by  touching  so  holy  a  head 
would  be  holier  and  dearer  for  the  future  to 
him.  At  length,  raising  his  hands  to  heaven,  he 
uttered  with  great  feeling  these  words,  “  Into  Thy 
hands,  O  Lord,  I  commend  my  spirit;”  and  peni¬ 
tently  striking  his  breast,  the  cart  was  drawn  from 
under  him,  and  at  the  same  time  he  was  absolved 
by  a  priest,  secretly  standing  by,  as  had  been 
agreed  upon.  He  hanged  quietly  without  any  con¬ 
vulsive  motion,  till  it  appeared  that  he  was  dead. 
Then,  as  is  the  custom,  he  was  cut  into  four 
parts,  his  bowels  taken  out  and  burnt,  the  por¬ 
tions  of  his  body  exposed  on  four  of  the  City 
gates,  and  his  head  placed  upon  London  Bridge. 
But  the  ambassadors  who  were  present,  and  the 
Count  of  Egmont,  took  care,  no  one  making  any 
great  opposition,  that  various  handkerchiefs  should 
be  dipped  in  the  recently  shed  blood  of  the  Father, 
and  applied  to  his  breast. 

And  so,  in  the  manner  which  I  have  described, 
an  almost  infinite  multitude  of  people  looking  on 
with  wonderful  silence,  and  great  emotion,  departed 
from  human  life  Father  Henry  Morse,  the  uncon¬ 
quered  combatant  for  Christ,  and  already  an  athlete 
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decorated  with  many  palms;  a  man  who,  to  speak 
briefly,  truly  walked  before  God,  that  he  might  be 
perfect;  who  was  everywhere  a  “good  savour  of 
Christ/’’  and  to  many  “a  savour  of  life  unto  life;” 
who  was  always  most  observant  of  discipline  and 
rule,  a  lover  of  the  Cross  and  of  labours,  of  upright 
and  sincere  mind,  always  firm,  full  of  zeal,  fuller 
of  piety ;  who,  while  he  was  serving  men  infected 
with  the  plague  with  a  charity  equal  to  that  of  mar¬ 
tyrs,  almost  died  himself ;  who  was  thrice  sent  into 
exile  for  his  faith,  four  times  imprisoned  for  the 
same  cause,  very  often  brought  before  magistrates, 
accused  only  of  acts  of  virtue  and  beneficence;  who, 
having  been  trained  for  this  palm  of  victory,  and 
for  this  victory  rewarded  with  the  palm,  by  various 
and  great  struggles  with  the  enemy,  as  if  pre¬ 
ludes  of  the  greater  combat,  having  acted  his  part 
in  life  most  laudably,  in  this  his  last  act  having 
boldly  overcome  himself  and  death,  arrived  at 
immortal  life.  “  Let  my  soul  die  the  death  of 
the  just,  and  my  last  end  be  like  to  them.” 
Amen. 
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You  have  here,  gentle  reader,  concerning  these 
three  priests,  not  all  or  most  of  what  could  be 
said,  but  a  few  things  out  of  many,  of  which  it 
would  not  be  right  to  be  silent ;  for  I  did  not 
think  that  I  ought  to  produce  everything  which  I 
knew;  and  there  are  many  other  facts  relating  to 
these  subjects,  believe  me,  which  the  disturbed 
state  of  our  times  prevents  our  ascertaining, 
and  has  hitherto  forbidden  us  to  acquaint  our 
selves  with.  For  I  have  been  unable  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  many  persons  in  various  parts  of 
England,  who,  as  being  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  life  and  habits  of  the  Fathers,  have  no 
doubt  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 
But  I  hope  that  even  from  this  which  I  have 
written,  it  will  be  sufficiently  understood;  not 
only  as  it  was  my  principal  object  in  writing  this, 
to  show  that  the  cause  of  their  death  was  nothing 
else  than  their  faith,  their  priesthood,  and  their 
religion;  but  that  their  life  also  was  religious,  their 
death  glorious.  Finally,  with  the  attention  and 
reverence  which  I  owe  to  the  decrees  of  the  Church, 
I  again  profess  that  whatever  I  have  related  con¬ 
cerning  their  virtues  and  happy  exit  from  life  in 
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this  Threefold  Conflict  rests  only  (as  far  as  I  am 
concerned)  on  human  credit  and  authority ;  hav¬ 
ing  so  much  authority,  that  is  to  say,  which  is 
due  in  a  serious  matter  to  the  testimonies  of  men, 
who  are  virtuous  men,  and  acquainted  with  the 
facts  about  which  they  bear  witness.  And  may 
all  tend  to  the  greater  glory  of  God  ! 
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THE  END. 
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